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INTRODUCTION. 



It must be a subject of great comfort and con- 
solation to a member of the Church of England, 
to be able to trace Scripture truths in all the 
Prayers and Liturgy of our Church ; and it is 
her being built upon God's Word, that gives her 
the pre-eminence oyer all other Churches. And, 
like everything that is great and good, the more 
you examine it, the clearer its excellence appears. 
As a help, therefore, to some who have hardly 
time to stop and take a long survey of our Esta- 
blishment, and can only just sip of the brook and 
press on, I have selected the Collects, each in 
their written order, for the convenience of those 
who are busy in the aflBeurs of life, and for the 



IV INTBODTTCTION. 

comfort of others who have little else to do than 
to prepare for their happy change, and pray for 
those who are labouring for the perishable things 
of this world, earnestly beseeching Him, who 
alone can bless the increase^ to countenance this 
little work with His gracious favour. 



REFLECTIONS 



THE COLLECTS. 



FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away 
the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life, to which thy Son 
Jesus- Christ came to visit us in great humility ; that in 
the last day, when He shall come again in his glorious 
Majesty to judge hoth the quick and the dead, we may 
rise to the life immortal, through Him who lireth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. 

The first Collect reveals, that none but an in- 

B 
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spired penman could haye drawn up so beautiful 
and scriptural a collection of petitions as our 
Collects. He takes the Church at once to the 
throne of grace, and supplicates for God's help 
and power to cast away the works of darkness 
and put upon us the armour of light, to lay aside 
every weight, every evil, ungodly thought, or 
intent, and walk in the Hght, as Christ is in 
the light, armed with the same mind, knowing 
without him we can do nothing, and that this 
mortal life being so uncertain, so beset with every- 
thing at variance with true godliness, that we must 
follow Him in great humility, and learn of Him, 
who was meek and lowly in heart. 

He came to visit us in great himiility as the 
great pattern of his followers, to give them know- 
ledge and imderstanding in things concerning 
himself, and their own salvation. That in the 
last day, when He will reward every man accord- 
ing to his works, we may rise to the life immortal 
through Him. To that life which He purchased 
by his precious death ; when this corruptible 
shall put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
put on immortality; to that perfect beautiful 



THE COLLECTS. 



image of liiinself, being his children, and the 
children of the resurrection. 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to 
be written for our learning ; grant that we may in such 
wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them, that by patience, and comfort of thy holy Word, we 
may embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed hope of eyer- 
lasting life, which thou hast giyen us in our Sayiour Jesus 
Christ Amen. 

In this second petition, the expression, " Blessed 
Lord," is very beautiM ; like every word in the 
Collects, it conveys various meanings, and if con- 
sidered with attention, elevates the mind, and 
naturally endues it with a heavenly impression. 
The words, blessed Lord, is an acknowledgment 
of everything that consoles and comforts, whether 
we look to our Lord as Creator or Redeemer. 
Every blessing that comes to us, in the natural 
course of Providence, supplying us with the com- 
forts and necessaries of life, reminds us of God's 
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goodness and faitlifiilTiess as the Creator, sending 
rain on the just and the unjust, and eausiog the 
sun to shine on the evil and on the good. All 
the variety of benefits, and helps, and privileges, 
concerning the salvation of the soul, shoiid bring 
to our remembrance the great price at which our 
redemption was purchased. The depth of misery 
and wretchedness from which a Christian escapes, 
as soon as he repents and believes in his Ee- 
deemer. Eightly to value Jesus Christ, we ought 
frequently to remember, where did his word of 
truth first find us, and if He had not called us out of 
darkness to himself, the light of the world, the soul 
would assuredly have perished. And ponder well 
what it is to perish ! The word perish sounds, to 
some ears, nothing more than a mere extinction of 
life, the annihilation of the soul ; but the soul never 
dies, and if it is not with the Saviour in his Father's 
kingdom, where there are many mansions, it will 
be for everlasting in a place of torment, and where 
the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
This is meant, when we talk of a soul being lost, 
or, to perish. Surely then, to be saved from this, 
through the atonement and sacrifice of Jesus 
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Christ, must endear Him for ever to our souls, 
and well may we call Him " Blessed Lord," not 
only for undertaking what He did to redeem us, 
but for opening our understandings to understand 
the Scriptures ; that, as they were written for our 
learning, to teach us what we must do to be 
saved, so we may hear the word preached, and 
search the Scriptures, whether the preacher is 
sound and faithful in his doctrine ; so read, that 
we may, like the Ethiopian eimuch, be guided 
rightly, that is, by God's appointed messenger ; 
so mark, that is, observe and notice every portion 
of truth, and apply it to our state and condition ; 
so learn, that with meekness we may receive the 
ingrafted word with all the teachableness of a 
little child ; may learn our want of knowledge, 
wisdom, and righteousness, as to apply to Him, 
who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth 
not ; so inwardly digest them, that is, so in- 
wardly receive the word of truth, that it may 
take deep root and bear fruit, to the praise and 
glory of God, that by patience and comfort of the 
same, we may embrace, lay hold of, seize with a 

decided effort, the help held out, and ever hold 
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fast the blessed hope of eyerlasting life, which is 
given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 



THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

O Lord Jesu Christ, who at thy first coming didst send 
thy messenger to prepare thy way before thee ; grant that 
the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise 
so prepare and make ready thy way, by turning the hearts 
of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at thy 
second coming lo judge the world we may be found an ac- 
ceptable people in thy sight, who livest and reignest with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world with- 
out end. Amen, 

This prayer is at once put into the hands of 
the Mediator himself. Not like most prayers, 
addressing the Father through the Son, but this 
is an address to the Son alone, no doubt to remind 
us that, " I, and my Father are one.'' And as it 
is a petition chiefly for the ministers, his being 
Head over all things to his Church, is thus con- 
veyed to the worshippers. We pray that as He 
set apart John Baptist, and blest Him mth a 
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holy and spiritual mind for the purpose to which 
He was ordained, so woiild He be pleased to give 
that spirit and wisdom to his present ministers, 
that through their life and doctrine, coupled with 
his power and presence, they may turn the hearts 
of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; here 
confessing, that the word preached faithftdly ac- 
cording to the will of God, has power to turn the 
heart, to change it so completely, as to make us 
new creatures, to convert us from the error of our 
ways, and transform us by the renewing of our 
minds, and bringing us into so holy and spiritual 
a state of mind, that at the second coming of our 
Lord to judge the world, we shall be found, in 
that justified, sanctified state, as to be accepted 
in tlie Beloved, through Him who liveth and 
reigneth with the Father, and the Holy Ghost. 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

O Lord, raise up (we pray thee) thy power, and come 
among us, and with great might succour us; that wherea^ 
through our tins and wicltedness, we are sore let and hin- 
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dered in running the race that is set before us, thy bounti- 
ful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; 
' through the satisfaction of thy Son our Lord, to whom 
with thee and the Holy Ghost be honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen, 

In this Collect we confess our belief, that all 
power in heaven and earth is given to Jesus 
Christ, and that as his grace was sufficient for 
Paul, and his presence for ancient Israel, so his 
succour with great might (expressing a moderate 
degree of comfort and consolation, is not sufficient 
in the present days of apostacy), might be be- 
stowed upon those who lament the iniqmty that 
eleaveth to their most holy things, who are hin- 
dered, by their infirmities and weakness, from 
pursuing with ardour and perseverance the prize 
of their high calling, who feel the flesh lusting 
against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh, 
so that they cannot do as they wish to do ; they 
are hindered through these infirmities of nature, 
but through the bountiful grace and mercy of 
Him who was in all points tempted like as we 
are, and will succour them that are tempted, we 
pray for that speedy help, that ready and quick 
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supply of his grace and spirit, which will effec- 
tually counteract all hindrances, and giye us 
victory over every temptation, through the satis- 
faction of Him who hath promised to make us 
more than conquerors. 
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CHRISTMAS DAY. 

Almig«tt God, who hast giyen us thy only-begotten 
Son to take our nature upon him, and as at this time to be 
born of a pure Virgin ; grant that we being regenerate, 
and made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily 
be renewed by thy Holy Spirit ; through the same our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the same Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen, 

The precious gift of Jesus Christ from God to 
man is, in itself, a grand display and proof of 
God's love ; and fiilly to value and understand it, 
we must consider what sin brought into the world, 
and how completely ruined and degraded men 
were through its dominion. Our weakness, our 
corruption of nature, exposing us to various 
diseases and sundry kinds of death, should be 
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remembered, and how utterly miable of ourselves 
to think or do one good thing. It is truly called 
A lost state— lost to everything great and good. 
A true believer acknowledges all this, and he only 
can appreciate the gift of God's Son, first as the 
Redeemer, and secondly as the Mediator. The 
name. Redeemer, is formed from the word Eedemo, 
to buy back, which fiiUy explains we are bought 
with a price, and therefore a Christian can hap- 
jHly say he is not his own, but feirly belongs to 
Him who paid for his salvation by the price of 
his precious blood. And the expression, buy 
back, is well worthy our notice, by reminding us 
we were under the power of another master, who 
was leading us captive to his will. To be bought 
back, therefore, is to be redeemed frt)m the bond- 
age of sin and Satan, and to be, through this 
redemption price, translated into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. Then the Me- 
diator offers up all our prayers and supplications 
to our Father and his Father, and constant com- 
munion is carried on between our reconciled God 
and his adopted children, through the office of the 
"Mediator ; and as this Collect acknowledges our 
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Lord to be both God and man, by taking our 
nature upon him, and being bom of a pure Virgin, 
BO does it most wisely petition, that we being re- 
generate, and made thy children by adoption and 
grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit ; 
through the same thy Son Jesus Christ. 



ST. STEPHEN'S DAY. 

Grant, O Lord, that, in all our sufferings here upon 
earth for the testimony of thy truth, we may steadfastly 
look up to heaven, and by faith behold the glory that shall 
be revealed ; and, being filled with the Holy Ghost, may 
]eam to love and bless our persecutors by the example of 
thy first Martyr Saint Stephen, who prayed for his mur- 
derers to thee, O blessed Jesus, who standest at the right 
hand of .God to succour all those that suffer for thee, our 
only Mediator and Advocate. Jmen, 

In this Collect there is a degree of consistency 
at its commencement, well worthy of our notice, 
" in all ovx sufferings here upon earth.for the tes- 
timony of thy truth ;" no other sufferings, but 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, could possibly pro- 
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cwre from God any sympathy or any help. But 
suffering in the exercise of the Gospel giyes that 
boldness and fiill assurance, that a believer may 
triumphantly look up to heaven, and by faith 
behold the glory that shall be revealed ; and being 
filled with the Holy Ghost, may have that com- 
passionate, forgiving, heavenly mind, which bears 
patiently the cruelty of unrenewed men, and, by 
the same Spirit, can truly say, " Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." 



ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST. 

Merciful Lord, we beseech thee to cast thy bright 
beams of light upon thy Church, that it being enlightened 
by the doctrine of thy blessed Apostle and Evangelist 
Saint John may so walk in the light of thy truth, that it 
may at length attain to the light of everlasting life ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Jesus Christ is Head over all things to his 
Church, — ^is, of course, her light, her wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, as well as redemp- 
tion. Without Him we can do nothing, aad the 
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Churcli, without the light of truth, is a mere 
moral political system, for the niing of rebellious 
disorderly men. The Church of England acknow- 
ledges her sense of this, and beseeches our Lord 
to cast his bright beams of light upon her, that 
we may so walk in the light of the Gospel, that 
we may at length attain to the light of eyerlasting 
life. 



THE INNOCENTS' DAY. 

O Almighty God, who out of the mouths of hahes and 
sucklings hast ordained streng^, and madest infants to 
glorify thee hy iheir deaths ; mortify and kill all yices in 
138, and so strengthen us hy thy grace, that hy the inno- 
cency of our lives, and constancy of our faith even unto 
death, we may glorify thy holy Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Our Lord's question to Peter, " Lovest thou 
me ?" was in his usual style, and only the beginning 
of more interesting communication, reminding 
Peter that if he really loved Him he should give 
a proof of it, by commencing the work of his 
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ministry in feeding his lambs — ^to take them under 
his immediate |ft*otection, because of their weak- 
ness and simplicity. Yet so wonderfiil and deep 
are God's ways with his Church, that He made 
infants to glorify Him by their deaths. The prayer 
of the Collect is of universal import : " Mortify 
and kill all yices in us, and so strengthen us by 
thy grace, that by the innocency of our lives, and 
the constancy of our feith even unto death, we 
may glorify thy holy Name." 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY. 

Almighti Ood, who hast given us thy only-begotten 
Son to take our nature upon hira, and as at this time to be 
bom of a pure Virgin ; grant that we being regenerate, 
and made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily 
be renewed by thy Holy Spirit ; through the same our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the same Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen, 

God hath given to us eternal life, and this life 
is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life, 
and having taken our nature upon Him, all who 
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believe axe sanctified through the faith of Him ; 
and throiigh his nature becomes regenerate, 
through the operation of God by the Spirit. As 
his children, members of his only begotten Son, 
they are justified from aU things, and to them 
there is no condemnation. 



THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST. 

Almiobtt God, -who madest thy blessed Son to be 
circumcised, and obedient to the law for man ; grant us 
the true circumcision of the Spirit ; that, our hearts, and 
all our members, being mortified from all worldly and car- 
nal lusts, we may in all things obey thy blessed will ; 
through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

The expression in this Collect, " obedient to 
the law for man," means more, perhaps, than a 
person might consider only in reading it over. 
The Lord is himself called our righteousness, 
having kept the law perfectly, without sin and 
blameless ; and this not for himself but for man, 
to whom this righteousness is imputed, that is, 
given as a free gift, as soon as the soul is imited 
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to Jesus Christ by sucli a lively fidth, as to make 
it holy as He is holy. And as the Saviour him- 
self was obedient to the law, so is He the author 
of eternal salvation to all them that obey Him. 
This obedience leads to a complete triimiph over 
all carnal and worldly lusts ; and the Christian 
is, so long as he continues a faithful disciple, 
sanctified, justified, and accepted, through Jesus 
Christ. 



THE EPIPHANY. 

O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy 
only-begotten Son to the Gentiles ; mercifully grant, that 
we, which know thee now by faith, may after this life 
have the fruition of thy glorious Godhead ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen^ 

A star is a bright sign to represent the glory 
and the light of the Church. And as the stars 
borrow their light from the sim, so do Christians 
receive all their light, wisdom, knowledge, holi- 
ness, and glory, from Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
Glory. And as there are differences of admini« 
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stration, but the same Spirit, so one star will 
differ £rom another star in glory. 



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the 
prayers of thy people which call upon thee ; and grant 
that they may both perceive and know what things they 
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully 
to fulfil the same ; through Jesuk Christ our Lord. Amen, 

This is a most beautiful petition : " We beseech 
thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people 
which call upon thee." MercifuUy to receive, is 
so to heed the requests of those who worship God 
in spirit and in truth, that they may enjoy the 
delight of that inward conviction, that God is 
pacified towards them for all they have done 
amiss, and that the handwriting which was against 
them is blotted out, and all the sins and follies of 
their youthful giddy days are remembered no 
more. They have found mercy, and know and 
believe that what they ask the Father, in his 
Son's name, they will receive ; and by constant 

c3 
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perseverance in supplication and prayer, they will 
know and perceive what things they ought to do, 
and their path will be as the shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Almiohtt and eyerlastiiig God, who dost govem all 
things in heaven and earth ; mercifully hear the supplica • 
tions of thy people, and grant us thy peace all the days of 
our life ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Addressing God by the word Everlasting, is to 
remind us of his unchangeableness, and the 
Supreme Director of all events — Sovereign Lord 
of all. The government is on his shoulder; 
Emanuel God with us ; and as we acknowledge in 
this prayer that He governs all things, both in 
heaven and earth, so may we cheerfully confide 
in Him, believing that there is no circumstance 
or event too trifling for Him to notice. It is this 
conviction that gives such confidence and comf<»rt 
to his people, that they can, under the most try- 
ing circumstances, cast their burden upon Him 
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who bore our sins in his own body on the tree, 
belieying that in all our afflictions He is afflicted, 
and can so sympathize with, and feel for His 
faithful followers, that although they may be 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, and haying no- 
thing, yet possessing all things. 



THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Almighty and eyerlasting God, mercifully look upon 
our infirmities, and in all our dangers and necessities 
stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The expression, " mercifully look upon our in- 
firmities,'' is fiill of delightful meaning. What 
comfort would a distressed man find in not only 
haying the pleasure of a private interview with a 
great and good patron, but likewise the benevolent 
and sweet smile accompanying his words and ac- 
tions. For God therefore to look not upon our 
virtues and goodness, but upon our infirmities, 
shows again, that nothing but His Spirit could 
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haye directed the writer of our Collects, so admi- 
rably formed for man, in his true character, who 
is naturally beset with evil, and encompassed with 
infirmities. Praying, therefore, that Qod would 
look upon our infirmities, and in all our dangers 
and necessities stretch forth his hand to help and 
defend us, is confessing our belief, that the light 
of his countenance will make us whole, free from 
the plague and dominion of a guilty conscience, 
and console the troubled soul with his bright 
beams of light, and that by trusting in his power 
as our defender, we may be preserved from all 
things hurtful, and guided to all things profitable 
to our salvation. 



FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

O OoD, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so 
many and great dangers, that by reason of the frailty of 
our nature we cannot always stand upright ; grant to us 
such strength and protection, as may support us in all 
dangers, and carry us through all temptations ; through 
(Jesus Christ our Lord, jtmen. 
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In all our prayers, and indeed in all our sober 
thouglits, we cannot but remember that God is a 
God of knowledge, that he is everywhere present, 
and knoweth all things. The words, " who 
knowest us to be set in the midst of so many and 
great dangers," is therefore an acknowledgment 
of his Omniscience ; and that by reason of the 
jBrailty of our nature, we cannot always stand 
upright, is a confession of our true condition ; the 
expression, " we cannot stand upright, because 
of our frailty," requires a little explanation, be- 
cause many are disposed, before they are settled 
in Jesus Christ, to make excuses for many incon- 
sistencies, which a proper imderstanding of con- 
version would entirely remove ; we cannot always 
stand upright, means that, through our weakness, 
we are liable to forget our high calling as Chris- 
tians, and in consequence of our weakness, and 
the dangers of the world, may become lifeless 
branches of the true Vine, and cease to be faithM 
upright professors of the Gospel. We therefore, 
in this CoUect, address God, who is acquainted 
with all our necessities, to grant us such strength, 
such firmness of mind, such simple honest pro- 
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fession of the Gospel, and sucK a sound faith, and 
protection in all dangers, that we may be sup- 
ported and carried triumphantly through all 
temptations. 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

O Lord, we beseech thee to keep tliy Church and 
household continually in thy true religion; that they who 
do lean only upon the hope of thy hearenly grace may 
evermore he defended by thy mighty power; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

This Collect brings a thousand agreeable, 
happy thoughts to a true believer, merely from 
the imion of the two words, Church and House- 
hold, both meaning the same thing, and the last 
explaining the meaning of the first. The Church 
is imdoubtedly the place of worship, built upon 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief Comer Stone, and is plain enough ; 
the Church of England, called the Apostolic 
Church, because it is in its forms of worship 
and doctrine built upon the Scriptures, the word 
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of truth preached by the Apostles. The House- 
hold are the true members of the same. A 
splendid castle, without its Lord and household, 
would haye but a moumM, desolate appearance. 
The Church, therefore, coupled with Household, 
enables us to imderstand the means of grace 
established in the outward forms and ceremonies 
of the Church, and the true worshippers, the 
fidthM servants of Jesus Christ, who beseech 
God to keep them continually, without wavering 
or wandering, in the true religion ; acknowledging 
there is such a thing as a false religion, and 
false professors, and false worshippers, and false 
teachers, who cannot be members of the true 
Church, that they who do lean only upon thy 
heavenly grace, may evermore be defended fix)m 
all error, both in their Church, and in their con- 
duct, by his mighty power, who is head over all 
things to his Church. 



SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 
O God, whose blessed Son was manifested that He 
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might destroy the works of the devil, and make us the 
sons of God, and heirs of eternal life ; grant us, we beseech 
thee, that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves, even 
as he is pure; that, when He shall appear again with 
power and great glory, we may he made like unto Him in 
his eternal and glorious kingdom ; where with thee, O 
Father, and thee, O Holy Ghost, He liveth and leigneth, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen, 

The Saviour's first miracle, of turning water 
into wine, proved his power over the creation and 
material world ; and his curing of diseases, and 
restoring the dead to life, as well as giving to the 
seventy disciples power over evil spirits, so that 
they confessed the devils are subject unto us 
through thy name, proved also his supreme power 
over the powers of Satan. The commencement, 
therefore, of this Collect, in acknowledging the 
infinite power of the Son of God, is most appro- 
priate. First, the reason why God's blessed Son 
was manifested, namely, to destroy the works of 
the devil, and secondly, to make us the sons of 
God and heirs of eternal life. The cause of death 
is sin ; and the variety of diseases, both bodily 
and mental, are all to be traced up to sin. To 
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destroy the works of tlie deTil is accomplislied as 
soon as the sinner becomes united to Jesus 
Christ by a living saving &ith. The guilt of sin 
and the sting of death are then destroyed, and 
we are made heirs of Grod, and joint heirs with 
Jesus Christ. 



SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

O Lord, we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers 
of thy people ; that we, who are justly punished for our 
offences, may be mercifully delivered by thy goodness, for 
the glory of thy Name ; through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen, 

To supplicate for a favourable hearing of prayer, 
implies moreHhan the mere words express ; and 
being pimished for our offences, refers to mem- 
bers of the Church who may be in that state of 
suffering which others have passed through, and 
been delivered out of, through his goodness, upon 
which the strong, as well as the weak must 
depend. It was his mercy and goodness that 
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called the justified, accepted members of His 
Church out of darkness into the marvellous light 
of the gospel. It is the same mercy and goodness 
that is still waiting to be gracious, calling to the 
multitude of formal worshippers to come unto 
Jesus Christ and receive Hght and life. 



SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

O Lord God, who seest tliat we put not our trust in 
anything that we do ; mercifully grant that, by thy power 
we may he defended against all adversity ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

One of the most striking and attractive features 
of our Church is its simplicity and truthful- 
ness, especially in the Collects ; the same as in 
the Lord's Prayer, of only six lines in length, 
what a number of high and heavenly thoughts 
are conveyed to us. Thus, in this Collect of four 
lines, mark the four great subjects of the petition. 
First, our confession of His mijjesty and great- 
ness. O God Almighly! power is thine; the 
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object of our adoration and worship, both God 
and man, lEis Lord God, omnipotent, omniscient, 
as man, having been in all points, tempted like as 
we are, and consequently intimately acquainted 
with every weakness of our nature, eve^ where 
present, and knoweth all things ; who seiest, who 
must understand, who must know how impossible 
it is for us to put anything like confidence or 
trust in ourselves, but in thee alone. Be merciful 
unto us because of this incapacity, and grant us 
grace, to believe in thy omnipotence and omni- 
science, that by trusting in thee, as our Lord and 
God, we may enjoy thy continual help and pro- 
tection, and in all time of our tribulation, in all 
time of our wealthy in the hour of death, and in 
the day of judgment, good Lord deliver us. 



QTJINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

O LoKD who hast taught ub that all our doings without 
charity are nothing worth; send thy Holy Ghost, and 
poor into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity, 
the very bond of peace and of all yirtues, without which 
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whofloever liveth is counted dead before thee : gvant this 
for thine only Son Jesus Christ's sake. Amen, 

The sum and substance of true religion are most 
strikingly brought home to every person in the 
congregation in one word — charity ; that all who 
are submitting, or willing to submit, to God's 
teaching, will have and feel the emptiness and 
worthlessness of all their doings without this 
most excellent yirtue ; and that nothing but the 
power of the Holy Ghost can produce so great a 
change in the mind and heart, as to bring forth 
the fruits of charity ; that, however professors of 
Christ's religion may boast of their knowledge 
or their righteousness, without charity their 
religion is worth nothing, and that whoever are 
destitute of this charity, they are still in darkness 
and sin, and counted, or looked upon or considered, 
as dead in the «ight of God. 



ASH-WEDNESDAY. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing 
that thou hast made, and dost forgiy^ the sins of all them 



THE COLLECTS. 29 

that are penitent ; create and make in us new and contrite 
hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins and aclniow* 
ledging our wretchedness, may ohtain of thee, the God of 
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiyeness; through 
Jeeus Christ our Lord. Ameru 



In connexion with God^s omnipotence and 
omniscience, we now consider his eternity, jfrom 
everlasting to everlasting. Thou art God, who 
madest all things, and for thy pleasure they are, 
and were created, and as a proof that a Gk)d of 
love cannot hate what He Himself created. He, 
tl^ough his beloved Son, gives pardon and peace 
to all them that believe ; we therefore call upon 
Him in the faith, to make us new creatures in 
Christ Jesus, that worthily, or consistently lament- 
ing our sins, either past or present, or if pardoned 
and sanctified and accepted in the Beloved, still 
mourning over the power of sin, and over o\ir 
wretched and corrupt nature, may obtain of thee, 
who deHghtest in mercy, perfect remission and 
foi^veness ; not a mere fanciful notion that we 
may be forgiven, but an actual witness of the 
Spirit, that our sins are for ever blotted out, that 

1)3 
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God will Dever once mentioii them, and that our 
sins and iniquities are remembered no more. 



FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 

O Lord, who for our sake didst fast forty days and forty 
nights; give us grace to use such abstinence, that our 
flesh being subdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey thy 
godly motions in righteousness, and true holiness, to thy 
honour and glory, who livest and reignest with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
jitntn* 

The expression in this Collect, who " for our 
sake*' didst fast forty days and forty nights, 
is not more applicable in abstaining from food, 
than in any other act of the Saviour's life ; 
aU, everything He did was for our sake. His 
abstaining &om food for so unnatural, so long a 
time as forty days and forty nights, was no doubt 
to x>ass through and experience the complete 
weaJmess and dependence of corruptible man. For 
the same reason, when he suffered the agony of . 
being deserted by the Divine nature, in order to 
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bear the AiU weight of God's wrath, and feeling 
the deadly consequence of sin in being cut off 
from diTine life, the want of which is death. For 
man to profess to fast forty days and forty nights 
is hypocricy, or to make a distinction of food for 
forty days and forty nights, abstaining from meat, 
and eating to the fail of fish, and yarious other 
delicacies, is gross hypocrisy, and decided perver- 
sion of the Gospel. Our Lord, foreseeing this 
great and distinguished evil, amongst a thousand 
others, explains to us the true meaning of fiusting. 
(Matt. vi. 16.) " When ye fast, be not as the 
hypocrites, of a sad comitenance, for they disfigure 
their &ces, that they may appear unto men to 
fast. But thou when thou fastest, anoint thine 
head and wash thy face, that thou appear not 
unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in 
secret, and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly." 



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 
Almiqhtt Qod| whe soest that we have no power of 
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ourselves to help ourselves; keep us both outwardly in 
our bodies, and inwardly in our souls ; that we may be 
defended from all adversities which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Church, with, its usual wisdom, preserves 
in our minds the impression of weakness and 
complete dependence the former collect must 
have made in otur minds, begins by confessing 
we hare no power of ourselves to help ourselves, 
and to keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls, believing we are the 
vineyard of the Lord, we may rejoice in the 
words of the Prophet, " I the Lord do keep it, I 
will water it every moment; lest any hurt it, 
I will keep it night and day." 



THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 

We beseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty 
desires of thy humble servants, and stretch forth the right 
hand of thy Majesty to be our defence against all our 
enemies : through Jesus Christ our Lord. Jmen, 
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Four lines of a similar petition, to look upon 
the hearts of his true disciples, that is, his re- 
ligion is a religion of the heart, and a secret work 
between the spirit and the soul ; look upon that 
which thou, and thou only canst know and under- 
stand, and according to thy promise, stand thou 
as my defender on my right hand, that I may 
never be moved. 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we, who 
for our eTil deeds do worthily deserre to be punished, by 
the comfort of thy grace may mercifully be relieved; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ Jmen. 

As the season of Lent is intended to awaken in 
some, and revive in the more advanced Christian, 
the feelings of penitence and sorrow for sin, the 
confession of our demerits and unworthiness is 
very seasonable, as well as putting us in mind 
how we are to be relieved from the pain of guilt, 
and the shame of sin, by the comforts of His 
grace. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Ws b«6eecli thee, Almiglity God, mercifiilly to look 
vpooL thy people ; that by thy great goodness they may he 
govenied and preserved evermore, both in body and soul, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

A strong desire to be looked upon with the 
eye of mercy and pity, is natural to every man, 
good or bad. The marked distinction upon thy 
people, is, therefore, very necessary ; " to the Lord 
our God, belong mercy and pity, though He de- 
lighteth in mercy, and willeth not the death of a 
sinner." Yet it is only the penitent believer in 
Jesus Christ, who forsakes sin and renounces the 
hidden works of darkness, who will obtain mercy. 



^^^VWWW«^AMMMAAA««^« 



SUNDAY NEXT BEFOBE EASTER. 

Almighty and everlastmg God, who of thy tender lore 
towards mankmd, hast sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, to take upon Hun our flesh, and to suffer death 
upon the cross, that all mankmd should follow the example 
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of liis great humility : mercifully grant, that we may both 
follow the example of his patience, and also be made par- 
takers of his resurrection, through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Lest any soul should be too much confounded 
and overwhelmed with the miserable consequences 
of sia, this CoUect most wisely and judiciously 
prevents the sinner from being swallowd up with 
overmuch sorrow, by introducing the tender love 
of God, and the proo& of his love, in the Son of 
God humbling Himself to our fallen state, by 
taking upon HimseK our flesh, our weaknesses, 
as weU as guilt, and passing through the degra- 
dation, the shame, the agony of death, in order 
to save us from eternal death, by making recon- 
ciliation ; that we might not only triumph over 
him who had the power of death, that is the 
devil, but see the perfect pattern of humility and 
patience, and so to follow on to know him more 
perfectly, as being made unto us wisdom, righte- 
ousness, sanctiflcation, and redemption. 
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GOOD FBIDAY, 

Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to behold 
this thy family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was con- 
tented to be betrayed, and given up into the hands of 
wicked men, and to suffer death upon the cross, who now 
llveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen, 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the 
whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified; 
receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer be- 
fore thee for all estates of men in thy holy Church, that 
every member of the same, in his vocation and ministry, 
may truly and godly serve thee ; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen, 

O MERCIFUL God, who hast made all men, and hatest 
nothing that thou hast made, nor wouldcst the death of a 
sinner, but rather that he should be converted and live ; 
have mercy upon all Jews, Turks* Infidels, and Heretick?, 
and take from them all ignorance, hardness of heart, and 
contempt of thy Word : and so fetch them home, blessed 
Lord, to thy flock, that they may be saved among the 
remnant of the true Israelites, and be made one fold under 
one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world 
without end. Am^ru 



TH£ COI«LECT8. S7 

^o all &ithful Christians, Christ is most pre- 
cious. Theirs is not a dead Mth,- a round of formal 
ceremonies, strict observances of the outward 
ordinances, having the form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof; but an inward love of 
the truth, an everlasting conviction that Christ's 
atoning for sin by his death, hath reconciled them 
to God ; and there is, therefore, no condemnation 
to them. The love of God is shed abroad in 
their hearts by the Holy Ghost, which He has 
purchased for them. They, therefore, comme- 
morate the day of his death, with the strongest 
feelings of gratitude and praise, and it is observed 
as strictly, if not more so, than the day of his 
resurrection. When his death is disregarded, 
there can be no religion whatever, they are still 
in their sins, the wrath of God abideth upon 
them. To say, I believe Christ hath redeemed 
me from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for me, and to slight and despise the day 
on which the Church commemorates his agony 
and bloody sweat, his cross and passion, is impos- 
sible. He is precious, and all that brings Him 
home to the mind and conscience is most precious. 
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EASTER EVEN, ( 

Grant, O Lord, that as we are baptised into the death 
of thy blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, so by con- 
tinual mortifying our corrupt affections we may be buried 
with him ; and that through the grave, and gate of death, 
we may pass to our joyful resurrection ; for his merits, | 

who died, and was buried, and rose again for us, thy Son | 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. , 

To be baptized into Christ is to trust in Christ. 
Not thp profession, but the possession of His 
Spirit ; to learn of Him, who came not to do His 
own will, but the will of Him that sent Him ; to 
be conformed to His divine image, to partake of 
His divine nature, no longer conformed to the evil 
of the world, but transformed by the renewing of 
the mind, that sin may no longer have dominion 
over you, having become dead unto sin and alive 
unto righteousness, being bom again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
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EASTER DAY. 

Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son 
Jesus Christ hast overeome death« and opened unto us the 
gate of everlasting life ; we humbly beseech thee, that, as 
by thy special grace preventing us thou dost put into our 
jninds good desires, so by thy continual help we may bring 
the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end. Ametu 

To-day we commemorate our Lord's most glo- 
rious triumph ; haying overcome death, putting 
away for ever the bondage of sin and its con- 
sequences, and opening imto us the gate of ever- 
lasting life, saying to the prisoners, " Go forth ;" 
thus leading captivity captive, and receiving gifts 
for men ; having thus paid the redemption price, 
and revealed to ns the way, and how to enter suc- 
sessfully the gate of everlasting life ; we still go on 
supplicating Him so to assist us from time to 
time by his grace, that by putting into our minds 
holy and heavenly desires, we may press onward 
towards the mark for the prize of our high calling, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Alhiohtt Father, who hast given thine only Son to 
die for our sins, and to rise again for our justification, 
grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wicked- 
ness, that we may alway serve thee in pureness of living 
and truth ; through the merits of the same thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

To die for our sins and to rise again for our 
justification, is placing lost j ruined man in a com- 
plete and new relationship with, the Creator. He 
is not only now our Creator, but our reconciled 
Father, our Redeemer, our Sanctifier. God has 
now been revealed to us through the man Christ 
Jesus, '* God manifest in the flesh." The justice 
of God is now satisfied, for He can now be just 
and the justifier of all them that believe. We 
look to Him in faith and love, to put away firom 
us all evil, that we henceforth walk not as un- 
believers and wicked men, but as the redeemed 
of the Lord. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Alm lOHTT God, who hast given thine only Son to he 
unto us hoth a sacrifice for sin, and also an ensample of 
godly life ; give us grace that we may always most thank- 
fully receive that his enestimahle henefit, and also daily 
endeavour ourselves to follow the hlessed steps of his most 
holy life ; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

God so loved the world tliat He gave his only- 
begotten Son, that all who believe in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. This gift 
was for two purposes, as an atonement and a 
pattern of life. The perfect atonement satis- 
fled God's justice, and opened a new and living 
way, whereby we may have access to the Father 
by the Spirit; and as his perfect life was for 
our instruction and imitation, we ask for that 
grace, whereby we may properly appreciate so 
inestimable a gift, and so continually set his 
bright example before us, that we may remember 
we axe very members, incorporated in the mys- 
tical body of our Lord and Saviour. 

E 3 
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THIRD StJNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Almighty God, who shewest to them that be in error 
the light of thy truth, to the inte&t that they may return 
into the way of righteousness ; grant unto all them that are 
admitted into the fellowship of Christ's religion, that they 
may eschew those things that are contrary to their pro- 
fession, and follow all such things as are agreeable to the 
same ; through our Lord Jesus Christ Amen, 

Christ is the light of the world, and all who 
believe in Him, shall* not abide in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life. The light of truth is 
given to the faithftd, and enjoyed only by those 
who are bom of the incorruptible word of truth, 
which abideth for ever, and as " the path of the 
just is like the shining light, which shineth more 
and more imto the perfect day," we daily sup- 
plicate the grace and guidance of the Spirit of 
truth, that we may be delivered fix^m every de- 
scription of error, and follow those things which 
are consistent with our high and heavenly colling. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

O Almiohtt God, who alone canst order the nninly 
wills and affections of sinfnl men ; grant nnto thy people, 
that they may love the thing which though commandest, 
and desire that which thou dost promise ; that so, ammig 
the sundry and manifold changes of the world, our hearts 
may surely there he fixed, where true joys are to he found ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

To feel and confess that it is God and God 
only that directs, sanctifies and goyems, both onr 
hearts and lives, leads ns to seek that controlling, 
governing power, that we may be so inspired as 
to love what by nature we dislike, and desire what 
is out of our reach, and beyond our comprehen- 
sion ; so by trusting in Grod's word of promise, we 
may surmount all the trials and afflictions of the 
world, and so completely live under the power 
of his grace, as to be in his faith and love all the 
day long, rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

O Lord, from wliom all good tilings do come ; grant to 
«s thy l^umble servants, that by thy holy inspiration we 
mny think those things that be good, and by thy merciful 
guiding may perform the same ; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ 4iMeu» 

Every good and every perfect give is from above 
and Cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing ; and as there are difidrences of administration, 
but the same Spirit, dividing to every man seve- 
rally as He will, so every Christian in his par- 
ticxdar calling, and under all circumstances, con- 
tinually wants the inspiration of the Spirit of 
truth, even to think anything that is good ; and 
by the help of the same Spirit, to do what is 
right ; for if we know what is good and excellent, 
we can only be happy by acting up to our 
Imowledge, 
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ASCENSION DAY. 

Grant, we beseech, thee, Almighty God, that like u we 
do belieye thy only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to 
have ascended into the heavens ; so may we also in heart 
and mind thither ascend, and with Him continually dwell, 
who Hreth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one 
God, WQrld without end. Amen, 

Where the treasure is, there will the heart be 
also ; and a child of God is so far become a new 
creature, that his heavenly mind desires nothing 
but what is heavenly, and must discover and feel 
his heart and spirit continually ascending up to 
the object of his love and affection, continually 
growing in grace and in the knowledge of his 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 



SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 

O God, the Kmg of glory, who hast exalted thine only 
Son Jesus Christ with great triumph unto thy kingdom in 
heaven ; we beseech thee, leare us not comfortless ; but 
send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us 
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unto the same place whither our Saviour Christ is gone 
before, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Ametu 

Eye liath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of man, what God hath 
prepared for them that love Him. Who can con- 
eeiye anything of the splendour and the majesty 
of the King of glory, King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, dwelling in the light, which no eye could 
bear to look upon, so brilliant, so pure, apd so 
perfect ? Maker of all things, and therefore sur- 
roimded with the most exquisite works, of which 
his creation here below, is but a very faint and 
imperfect semblance. This Almighty King, who 
has exalted. the man Christ Jesus with great 
trixmiph into his heavenly kingdom, has given 
this glory, this honour, and immortality to his 
beloved Son, as the reward of his wonderful re- 
demption, and through the Son descends to all 
his members. This great glory has been pur- 
chased by the Son, and to whomsoever He will 
He gives it : Father, I will, I wish, I desire, that 
those whom thou hast given me may be with me, 

^e I am, that they may behold my glory, 
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which thou hast giyen me ; and the glory which 
thou gavest me, I have given them, that they 
may be made perfect in and through me. "Who 
can be comfortless, with this glorious prospect, 
with this sure and certain hope ? 



WHIT SUNDAY. 

God, who as at this time didst teach the hearts of thy 
faithful people, hy the sending to them the light of thy 
Holy Spirit ; grant us hy the same Spirit to have a right 
judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy 
comfort ; through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
ifho liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the sam« 
Spirit, one God, world, without end. Amen, 

They shall be all taught of God is the gracious 
promise, and the manner in which He teaches his 
people is by sending to them the light of his 
Holy Spirit. As the Gospel finds all the re- 
deemed in darkness, the first act of the Spirit is 
to bring us out of darkness into the marvellous 
light of the Gospel. " I found him in the desert, 
in the waste howling wilderness;" "none can 
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come to me, except the Father draw him," and 
when this is done by drawing ns into the light, 
then faith is given, and the promise fulfilled ; all 
that believe in me, shall not abide in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life. This is all ac- 
complished by the drawing, quickening power of 
the Holy Ghost, who is given to all who believe. 
There are differences of administration and diver- 
sities of operation, but the same Spirit. We ask, 
therefore, in this Collect, for one of the Spirit's 
most excellent gifts, namely, a right judgment in 
all things; not merely in holy and religious 
things, but in all worldly matters ; also, that we 
may possess the precious fruit of a right judg- 
ment, rejoicing always in faith and hope. 



TRINITY SUNDAY. 

Almiohtt and eyerlasting God, who hast given unto 
us thy servants grace by the confession of a true faith to 
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 
power of the Divine Majesty to worship the Unity ; we 
beseech thee, that thou wouldest keep us stedfast in this 
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faith, and eyermore defend ub from all adversities, who 
livest and reignest, one God, world without end- Ameun 

It requires no particulax proofs to convince ns 
that Three Persons form or compose the Divine 
Godhead. It is a declared fact, and we receive it 
by faith. The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are 
all plainly revealed to ns, in their several offices, 
and we only desire in this Collect to be kept 
stead&st in this Mth. 



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

O God, the strength of all them that put their trust in 
thee, mercifully accept our prayers ; and because through 
the wealcness of our mortal nature we can do no good thing 
without thee, gp-ant us the help of thy grace, that in keep- 
ing of thy commandments we may please thee, both in will 
md deed ; tiirongh Jeras Christ our Lord. Amen, 

They who trust in the Lord shall be as Mount 
Zion, wbich may not be removed, but standeth 
fast for ever ; and in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
lasting strength. The weakest believer must 
necessarily rejoice in being' conscious that he is 
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under this Almighty protection ; that no weapon 
formed against him, no fiery dart of the wicked, 
caQ ever prosper. 



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

O Lord, who never failest to help and govern them 
whom thou dost bring up in thy stedfast fear and love ; 
keep us, we beseech thee, under the protection of thy good 
providence, and make us to have a perpetual fear and love 
of thy holy Name ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, jimen. 

This second Collect builds upon the first, as we 
acknowledge God to be the strength of all them 
that put their trust in Him, we are reminded 
w/io are partakers of his mighty defence and pro- 
tection, — ^those whom the Spirit brings up, that 
is, educates or teaches in the fear and love of God, 
the fear of offending or grieving the Spirit, and 
possessing such a love towards Him, that loving 
Him above aU things, we may experience that his 
commandments or teachings are not grievous. 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to hear us ; and 
grant that we, to whom thou hast given an hearty desire 
to pray, may by thy mighty aid be defended and comforted 
in all dangers and adversities ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

Grod is more willing to hear than we are to 
pray, and wont to give more than we desire or 
deserve. Beseeching Him mercifully to hear ns, 
is to put lis in memory of his character and 
nature, and by possessing that earnest, hearty 
desire, we may, in all our dangers and necessities, 
enjoy quietness and assurance. 



FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, without 
whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy ; increase and 
multiply upon us thy mercy ; that, thou being our ruler 
and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that 
we finally lose not the things eternal: grant this, O 
heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake our Lord. Amen, 
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Again we approacli God as the protector of his 
people, confessing our weakness and sinfidness, 
tliat unless we are one with Christ, and Christ 
with us, we have neither righteousness nor 
strength ; truly, without Him we can do nothing. 
To increase and multiply upon us his mercy, is 
to be ever ready to show us mercy, that at all 
times and in all places mercy may continually 
follow us ; that whether in any perilous conflict, 
or imder the weight of any particular distress or 
affliction, God's mercy may be in full operation ; 
that being our ruler and guide, we may be kept 
in the way that leadeth to eternal life. 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech thee, that the course of this 
world may be so peaceably ordered by thy governance, that 
thy Church may joyfully serve thee in all godly quietness, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

This universal prayer, this continual cry from 
the multitude of £EiithM worshippers throughout 
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the land, is continually heard and answered. It 
is answered in the course of the world, in the 
a&irs of nations, in the preservation of thou- 
sands, who are rebelling against God and neglect- 
ing the means of grace. It is answered by pro- 
longing time, in order to give fresh opportunities 
of serving the Lord whilst he may be found, and 
calling upon Him whilst He is near. It is 
answered, by God's wonderful grace and mercy 
overruling the ignorance of foolish men, who, 
being destitute of a right judgment, contend about 
matters of little consequence, and overlook the 
weightier concerns of salvation. Contentions and 
doubtful disputations, however, have little weight 
with established Christians, and are mercifully 
overruled for the universal purifying of the Church 
of Christ. 



SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

O God, who hast prepared for them that love thee such 
good things as pass man's understanding ; pour into our 
hearts such lore towards thee, that we, loving thee above 

F 3 
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all things may obtain thy promises, which exceed all that 
we can desire ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Jmen. 

" I go to prepare a place for you," is our Lord's 
cheerM promise, " that where I am there may 
ye be also." This is an object of &.ith, and one of 
the warmest desires of a Christian's heart, that, 
notwithstanding the impossibility of comprehend-* 
ing the joys of heaven, we may be allowed to 
enjoy the peace and joy of the Comforter ; that, 
loving God with all the heart, mind, soul, and 
strength, we may actually hold fast all the pro- 
mises of God, exceeding all that we can wish or 
desire. " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what 
God hath prepared for them that love Him." 



SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Lord of all power and might, who art the author and 
giver of all good things ; graft into our hearts the love of 
thy name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all 
goodness, and of thy great mercy keep us in the same ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Jmen, 
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All power in heayen and eaiih is given to Jesus 
Christ, ahd, consequently, the author and giver 
of aU good things. The author, because it is in 
and through Him we possess what is good, and 
out of Him there is nothing good ; and being 
Head over all things to his Church, He has power 
and authority to give to every man severally as 
He will. We ask Him, therefore, to do what He 
only can accomplish : that, as the heart by nature 
is deceitM above all things, and so desperately 
wicked, that it is impossible for the limited capa- 
city of man ftilly to know it, He would be pleased 
to give us that new heart, called an honest and a 
good heart, that the love of his name may be 
grafted — ^made a lively part of the heart ; that 
the love of God may subdue the whole of it ; that 
this foreign affection, being grafted by the Spirit, 
it may bring forth the natural increase of true 
religion, the religion of the heart, after it becomes 
the rightful property of its Lord, and by being 
continually nourished with the goodness of God, 
and kept in this fruitful productive state, we may 
grow up unto Christ in all things. 
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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TBINITY. 

O God, whose never-failing providence ordereth all 
things both in heaven and earth ; we humbly beseech thee 
to put away from us all hurtful things, and to give us those 
things which be profitable for us : through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

God lias promised never to fail, never to trifle 
with or desert them that trust in Him, and that 
all things shall work together for good to them 
that love Him. The expression, therefore, never 
failing providence, is most consolatory to a praying 
believer, who can never forget the omnipresence 
of God, whose eyes are continually over the 
righteous, and his ears open to their prayers, and 
will, according to our faith, put away from us 
whatever may injure or hurt us, and bountifully 
give what is really profitable to our salvation. 



NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRmiTY. 

Grant to us, Lord, we beseech thee, the spirit to think 
ftnd do always such things as be rightful ; that we, who 
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-cannot do anything that is good without thee, may by 
thee be enabled to liye according to thy will ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen, 

J£o think and to do always such things as be 
rightful, is the highest state of perfection to which 
we can reach, in this corruptible body. In con- 
nexion with a former CoUect, where we desire by 
thy holy inspiration to think those things that be 
good, and by thy merciM guiding may perform 
the same ; and as He worketh in us, both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure, to hold issX the 
faith, and to walk in the Spirit, setting God always 
before us, is the sure way to enjoy all the fulness 
of God. " To him that hatH, more shall be given, 
and he shall have abundance." 



TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Let thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers 
of thy humble servants ; and that they may obtain their 
petitions, make them to ask such things as shall please 
thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let thy merciful ears, thou who delightest in 
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mercy, who, before we call art ready to answer : 
and in order that our petitions may be successM, 
direot us by thy Holy Spirit to ask such things, 
and in that consistent becoming manner as shall 
please thee through Him, with whom thou art 
always well pleased. 



ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

O God, who declarest thy Almighty power most chiefly 
in shewing mercy and pity ; mercifully grant unto us such 
a measure of thy grace, that we, running the way of thy 
commandments, may obtain thy gracious promises, and be 
made partakers of thy heavenly treasure ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. J men, 

Christ Jesus came not into the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world, through Him, 
might be saved. Well, therefore, does our Church 
put the weak and humble believer in memory 
that God's power is never in operation against 
him, but for him. " Keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin," 
agreeable to thy merciM nature ; gives us that. 
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without which we cannot act up, either to our 
profession as Christians, or to thy faithM disci- 
ples, such a degree of thy grace, that we may so 
fidthfiilly obey and serve thee, that thy promises 
may indeed be to us, Yea and Amen. 



TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Almighty and everlasting Ood, who art always more 
ready to bear than we to pray, and art wont to give more 
than either we desire, or deserve ; pour down upon us the 
abundance of Thy mercy; forgiving us those things whereof 
our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things 
which we are not worthy to ask, but through the merits 
and mediation of Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. Amen* 

Another inviting feature of the Divinity is 
brought before us, that being always more ready 
to hear than we are to pray, and to give more than 
we desire, we may fairly at all times reckon upon 
being graciously accepted, and bounti^illy treated 
as one of the faiths ; and that with these convic- 
tions upon the mind,, the conscience may be set at 
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rest for ever, relying upon Grod's wisdom and 
goodness, to giye ns that whicli He thinkg most 
profitable. 



^^W^^^^AA^^^A^^^A^ 



THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Almighty and merciful God, of -whose only gift it 
cometh that thy faithful people do unto thee true and 
laudable service ; grant, we beseech thee, that we may so 
fiiithfiilly senre thee in this life, that we fail not finally to 
attain thy heavenly promises ; through the merits of Jesus 
Christ OUT Lord. Jmen, 

The gifts and calling of God are without re- 
pentance, and if He has given us a hearty desire 
to pray, He will also giye us knowledge and ligkt 
to understand our need and necessity, that as we 
belieye, that in me, that is in my fleeh, dwelleth no 
good thing, it must be the gift alone, that bis 
people can render Him anything like an accept- 
able and praiseworthy service, fhat by our fidHi- 
fulness and devotion, we may abide in Him, who 
has promised neyer to leave oi: forsake us. 
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TKLNITY. 

Almighty and eyerlastiiig God, give unto us the in- 
crease of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may 
ohtain that which thon dost promise, make us to love that 
which thou dost command; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

What a man sows that shall he also reap. If 
he sows to the spirit, God gives him the increase, 
giying to every man according to his needfiil 
circumstances ; we ask, in only three words, for 
what must secure to the &ithful believer every- 
thing that can be required here below, faith, hope, 
and charity. Faith to believe that we are com- 
plete in power, hope to rejoice evermore in all 
the promises of God, and charity the grand 
touchstone upon which all our works of faith and 
love are proved, that by delighting in God's will, 
we may evermore rejoice in God's sure word of 
promise. 
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, Thy Church with Thy 
perpetual mercy : and, because the frailty of man without 
Thee cannot but fall, keep us erer by Thy help from all 
things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our 
salvation ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen* 

The vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the 
house of Israel ; I the Lord do keep it ; I will 
water it every moment ; lest any hurt it, I will 
keep it night and day." To keep his Church is to 
keep his vineyard ; and because man is by nature 
so weak, and destitute of all goodness, that imless 
he is kept and watered every moment, he must 
necessarily fall away, we believe that by God's 
help we shall certainly be kept from everything 
that might hurt us, and be led by the good Shep- 
herd to the still waters of comfort, so profitably 
administered, as to secure our salvation. 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

O Lord, we beseech thee, let Thy continual pity olennio 
and defend Thy Church; and, became it cannot contlnuo 
in safety without Thy succour, preserve it fvcrmore by Thy 
help and goodness ; through Jesui Christ our Lord. Amtn* 

" The Lord is very pitiful and of tender meroy," 
His work is to purify to himself a peculiar ])Copl() 
zealous of good works, and during thin m*tUHni il« 
defends as well as cleanses, that his Cliurch may 
be presented to his Father as a glorioun Cliurch, 
without spot or wrinkle, or any mick thing, mul 
as it is exposed to innumerable dangers frmn 
enemies without and enemies within, hiii mighty 
aid alone, with the noari»hing influenee of i\u» 
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, is sufBcieni Up mwixm 
its peace and safety. 



SEVENTEEXTH SUNDAY AfTKllTiiiMTV, 

JjomM^ wt yttj iU* tibat Oiy ^r*** »$tf »lw*y» yt^vi^tA 
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" Without me ye can do nothing" good or ac- 
ceptable to the Father, and " my grace is sufficient 
for you/' and we ask that it may always prevent, 
or assist, and follow us, knowing that without 
this assistance we should never be able to bring 
any of the fruits of the Spirit to perfection. 



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Lord, we beseech thee, gprant thy people grace to with- 
stand the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow Thee the 
only God ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

How much is contained in these four lines ; to 
withstand the temptations of the world, is a con- 
tinual trial, either from its frowns or its favours ; 
discouraging the weak by its decided hostility 
against pxire and undefiled religion, and ensnaring 
the thoughtless and unguarded by captivating 
them with its empty pleasures. The temptations 
of the flesh will be felt in different ways, accord- 
ing to the disposition and taste of the person ; 
the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit 
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against the flesh, so that we cannot do what we 
desire or wish, or as well as we desire. The 
temptations of the devil are not in any way distinct 
from the world and the flesh, He it is who be- 
trays man through these two peculiar attractions, 
the world and the flesh; the first man fell 
through his desire of knowledge, and the gratifi- 
cation and pleasure of what was only animal ; and 
all bom of Adam inherit the same nature, and 
remain under the dominion of nature, only till the 
second Adam quickens us to newness of life by 
the gift of his Spirit. 



NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

O God, forasmuch as without thee #e are not able to 
please thee ; mercifully grant, that thy Holy Spirit may in 
all things direct and rule our hearts ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, jimen. 

In thy presence is ftdness of joy, and at thy 
right hand pleasures for evermore. It is the light 
of God's countenance that makes us whole, and 
He will behold — ^look upon that which is just— 

g3 
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again the just shall continue in thy sight. For- 
asmuch as all out of Christ is darkness, mercifully 
grant us grace to continue in this holy fellowship, 
that having thy Holy Spirit with us, we may be 
saved from all error, delusion, and sin, continually 
vi'alking in the way which leadeth to eternal life. 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

O Almighty and most merciful God, of thy bountifiil 
goodness keep us, we beseech thee, from all things that 
may hurt us ; that we, being ready both in body and soul, 
may cheerfully accomplish those things that thou wouldest 
have done ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty and most merciful God — can there 
be a believing soul, remembering the nature and 
character of God, destitute of joy and peace? 
Almighty an.d able to save to the uttermost, most 
merciM, and therefore full of tender sympathy 
towards all who come to Him pleading in the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ, and will keep that 
which is committed unto Him, no man being able 
to pluck us out of his hands, and having the wiU 
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80 completely resigned to his will, that nothing 
may obstruct or hurt the spiritual work in the 
soul, that God's gracious designs in renewing and 
saving, many become perfect and complete in and 
for Jesus Christ, the Author and finisher of our faith. 



TWENTY-FIKST SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. 

Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful 
people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed from 
all their sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Jmen, 

Pardon and peace are ever one and the same, 
one is the offspring of the other, an impardoned 
sinner is most miserable, and more wretched, 
from being unable to feel his state, and so will he 
remain dead in sin, and imconsciousof his danger 
till he is brought to a knowledge of his real state, 
and can look with the eye of faith upon Him who 
bore our sins on his own body on the tree, and 
may no longer be dead in sin, but dead to sin, 
and alive unto God, washed, sanctified, justified, 
through Jesus Christ. 
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. 

Lord, we beseech thee to keep thy hoasehold the 
Church in continual godliness ; that through thy protec- 
tion it may be free from all adversities, and devoutly given 
to serve thee in good works, to the glory of thy Name ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Jmen, 

God having promised to keep his household 
the Church, that none shall hurt or destroy, it is 
inconsistent with fSeuth and trust ever to fear 
respecting the Church ; the contentions of learned 
men, the various shades of opinion upon subjects 
of no moment whatever — the advocates of pure 
and undefiled religion disputing with their adver- 
saries, the divisions of High and Low Church, and 
the variety of sects as numerous as the fancies of 
men, are all working together for good, and all 
furthering the work of purity and perfection. 
We have the word that the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against Christ's Church; and why the 
Church of England has maintained its ground 
from its commencement, at the transfiguratioiiy 
where the Law, the Prophets, and the Cfreat 
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Head of the Church himself appeared in tmion, 
is in consequence of- its foundation being the 
rock, the truth, being built upon the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
comer stone. 

His truth, which always finnly stood. 

To endless ages shall endure. 



TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. 

O God, our refuge and strength, who art the author of 
all godliness ; be ready, we beseech thee, to hear the de- 
vout prayers of thy Church ; and grant that those things 
which we ask faithfully we may obtain effectually ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Thou art a place to hide me in, my refuge 
from the storm, my coyert from the tempest, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, 
the author of all godliness, the Lord our Right- 
eousness. Haying declared himself more ready 
to hear than we to pray ; asking Him to be ready 
is the same as to be now disposed ; bow down 
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ihy ear, especially at this moment, and hear ns for 
thy .truth and righteousness sake, that what we 
ask consistently according to thy^word, and to 
the honour of thy name, we may obtain so effec- 
tually, that the object of our petition may be 
actually possessed and so evidently enjoyed, that 
we may triumphantly exclaim, *' See, what hath 
God wrought." 



TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. 

O Lord, we beseech thee, absolve thy people from their 
4DifSenceB ; that through thy bountiful goodness we may all 
be delivered from the bands of those sins, whioh by our 
frailty we have committed : grant this, O heavenly Father, 
for Jesus Christ's sale, our blessed Lord and Saviour. 
Jmen, 

God haying promised forgiyeness of sins to all 
them that draw near to Him with a truly penitent 
heart, believing that Christ hath power to forgive 
sins, we are reminded, in this Collect, of the 
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value of this absolution, the necessity of applying 
it continually to the heart and conscience, and 
presenting it at the throne of grace as one of our 
introductory documents, one of those written 
deeds which prove us to be legally the heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ. 



TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. 

Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord^ the wills of thy 
faithful people ; that thej, plenteously bringing forth the 
fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Jmen, 

This last Collect brings to the mind many 
happy and useftd associations. We have again 
been so favoured as to form one of the congrega- 
tion of those who worship God in spirit and in 
truth. How often have I repeated in sincerity 
and truth those emphatic words, " Stir up ;" how 
suitable, previous to our commemorating the 
Advent of our Loi-d, that being stirred Sxp to 
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watchfulness and prayer, we may be prepared to 
welcome our Lord when He cometh suddenly to 
his temple. Stir up our languid faith, stir up 
our duU, calctdating, sordid minds; stir up our 
dormant and indolent consciences ; stir up aU the 
heavenly graces, thy blessed Spirit hath deposited 
in our hearts. That the whole spirit, soul and 
body, may be aHye to the glorious appearing of 
our Qod and Saviour Jesus Christ. 



c^55>5C4gp> 



PIOUS THOUGHTS. 



What am I? For 'whai was I made? and to 
what ends have I been pxeseryed so long by the 
fisiyor of my Maker? Do I remember^ or foiget 
those ends ? Have I answered or perverted them ? 
What haye I been doing since I came into the 
world? What is the world, or myself the better 
for my liying so many years in it? What is my 
allowed course of actions? Am I sure it will bear 
the future test? Am I now in that state I shall 
wish to die in ? Oh think, and think again what 
it i» todie. Dp not put that most awful event far 
&cna thee, nor pass it by with a superficial thought 
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Canst thou be too well satisfied against the ter^ 
rors of that day — 

" Distrnst and darkness of a future state, 
I9 that whicli makes mankind to dread their fate ; 

Dying is nothing, hut 'tis this we fear— 
^0 Me we )mow not ^hat, we kno^r not where.'- 

And art thou sure that the props which support 
thee now, will not £Eiil thee then ? What hopes 
hast thou for Eternity ? Hast thou indeed that 
godly temper which alone can fit thee for the en- 
joyment of God? Which world art thou most 
concerned for ? 

What things do most deeply affect thee ? 
Think how sooq the scene wiil shift 1 

O grievous strait, if I look into myself I cannot 
endure myself, if I look not into myself, I cannot 
know myself, if I consider myself, my own face 
ajBBtights me ; if I consider not myself^ my damna- 
tion deceiyes me ; if I see myself, my horror is 
intolerable; if I see not myself, my death is 
unavoidable. 

And thus by carefully observing what it is that 
gives the mind the greatest pain and torment, or 
the greatest pleasure and entertaiiunent, we come 
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at the knowledge of its rising passions, and pre- 
vailing temper and dispositions. Include thyself 
then O my soul within the compass of thine own 
heart, if it be not hige it is deep, and there wilt 
thou find exercise enough: thou wilt never be 
able to soimd it, it cannot be known, but by Him 
who tries the thoughts and reins. But dive mto 
•^this subject as deep as thou canst, examine thy- 
self, and this knowledge which passes within thee 
will be of more use to you than the knowledge 
of all that passes in the wc(rld. Concern not thy- 
self with the news and quarrels of public of 
private persons; take cognizance of those con- 
tests which are between thy flesh and thy spirit, 
between the law of thy members and that of thy 
understanding. Appease those differences ; teach 
the flesh to be in subjection ; replace reason on 
its throne, and give it piety for its counsellor. 
Tame thy passions and bring them into bondage. 
Put thy little state in good order ; govern wisely 
and holily those nximerous people which are con- 
tained in so little a kingdom, — ^that is to say, that 
multitude of affections, thoughts, opinions and 
passions which are in thine heart. 



7<( PI0V8 THOUGHTS. 

Es'owi.SBGE is certainly one of die means of 
pkastare as is confessed by the natural desire 
wkidi every mind feels of increasing its ideas. 
IgiK>raJiiee is mere priTation by which nothing 
ean be jKroduced ; it is a vacuity in which the 
soul sits motionless and tocpid for want of attmc^ 
tion, without knowing why; we always rejoioe 
wben we leavn, and griere when we forget; lam 
therefore inclined to conclude, that if nothing 
counteracts the natural consequences of leaming, 
we gzow nuwe happy as our minds take airider 
range 



The way to avoid a ciimiaal inclination is,firsl 
to avoid the known occasions that excite, and 
then to curb the first motions of it;, and thus 
having no opportunity of being indulged, it will 
of itself in time, lose its force and fail of its 
wonted victory. 



For every triib, scorn to take offence, 
That always shows great pride or little 
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Good nature and good sense must combine, 
To err, is Iraman, to forgive, divine. 



%#VWW^^^MW^>V«M^«^^^M# 



In yonih, however nnkappj, we solace our^ 
selves with the hopes of hett^ fortune, and 
however vicioiis, appease our cansoMBces witii 
intentions of repentance ; bat the time comes at 
last in which life has no more to promise, in 
which happiness can be drown only from recol^* 
lections, and virtae will be all tl^U; we can reoolv 
lect with pleasure. 



^/^%^/VW^^^A/WWH^^%« 



The disturbers of our happiness in this world 
are our desires,. our griefs, and our fears, and io 
all these, the consideration of MoBXiJ^iTY is a 
certain and adequate remedy. Think says 'Spier 
tetus, frequently on poverty, banishment and 
death, and thou wilt then never indulge violent 
desires, or give up thy heart to carnal gratifi- 
cation. 

H 8 
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He that wishes to obtain just sentiments con* 
ceming his condition, and would be intimately 
acquainted with the world, ihay find instructions 
on every side. He that desires to enter behind 
the scene which every art has been employed to 
decorate, and every passion labors to illuminate, 
and wishes to see life stripped of those ornaments 
which make it glitter, or the stage exposed in its 
natural meanness, impotence and nakedness, may 
find all the delusion laid open in the chamber of 
disease ; he will there find vanity divested of her 
robes, power deprived of her sceptre, and hypoc- 
risy without her mask. 



^»*^^^/»^^o/v\/www» 



The misfortunes which arise from the com- 
monest of unhappy incidents, should never be 
suffered to disturb us before they happen, because 
if the breast be once laid open to the dread of 
mere possibilities of misery, life must be given a 
prey to dismal solitude, and quiet must be lost 
for ever. 

The piide of singularity is often created in little 
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things where right and wrong are indeterminable, 
and where therefore vanity is without excuse. 
But there are occasions in which it is noble to 
stand alone to be pious among Infidels, to be dis- 
interested in time of general yenality ; to lead a 
life of virtue and reason in the midst of sensualists, 
is a proof of a mind intent upon nobler things 
than the praise and blame of men ; of a soul fixed 
in the contemplation of the highest good, and 
superior to the tyranny of custom and example. 



Consider how you behave under any sudden 
affiront or provocations &om men ; a fool's wrath 
is presently known, i . e. a fool is presently known 
by his wrath. If your anger be soon kindled, it 
is a sign that secret pride is lurking in the heart, 
which like gunpowder, takes fire at every spark 
of provocation that lights on it. A man would 
not know what mud lay at the bottom of his heart 
if provocation did not stir it up. Athenodorous, 
the philosopher, begged leave to retire from the 
court of Augustus, which the Emperor granted 
him, and in his compliments of leave, " Remember '/ 
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flaid he, " Csesar, whencfyer you are angiy, yon say 
or do notibing before you liave distmctly repeated 
io yourself the fonr-and-twenty letters of the 
alphabet;" Wherefore Csesar catching him by 
the hand, "I haye need" says he, "of yourpre- 
sence still," and kept him ayear longer. This is 
celebrated by the ancieiits as a mark of excellent 
wisdom. But a Christian may prescribe to him- 
self a much wiser, yiz : — ^When you are angiy^ 
answer not till you have repeated the fifth peti^- 
tion of the Lord's Prayer, " Forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against 
us ;" and our Saviour's comment upon it, — " For 
if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive you your trespasses." 

How do you behave under a sudden and unex- 
pected affliction from the hand of Providence ? 
which is another circumstance wherein we have 
H fair opportunity of coming to a right knowledge 
of ourselves. If then we have an habitual discon- 
tent or impatience lurking within us, this will 
^w it forth, especially if the affliction be 



PlOrS THOTTGHIS. 81 

attended with any of tbose aggravating dienm* 
stances which accompanied that of Job. 

Afflictions are often sent with this intent, to 
teach us to know ourselyes: and therefore ought 
to be careMly improyed to this purpose. It is 
an old but true observation, that a wise man re- 
ceives more benefit from his enemies than from 
his friends : from his afflictions than his mercies, 
by which means his enemies become in e£Eect his 
friends, and his afflictions his greatest mercies. 



^^^^^W^^r^^/^^v^^^^^^M 



He that enlarges his curiosity after the works 
of nature, demonstrably multiplies the inlets to 
happiness, and therefore the younger part of my 
readers to whom I dedicate this vernal specula- 
tion, must excuse me for calling upon them to 
make use at once of the spring of the year, and 
the spring of life, to acquire while their minds 
may be yet impressed with new imc^es, a love of 
innocent pleasmres, and an ardour for usefril know- 
ledge : and to remember that a b%hted spring 
m^es a barren year; 1§iat tbe vernal flowers 
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however beautiful and gay, are only preparations 
to autumnal fruits. 



O thou whose power o'er moving worlds presides 
Whose voice created, and whose wisdom guides : 
On darkling man in pure refulgence shine, 
And clear the clouded mind with light Divine. 

'Tis thine alone to cahn the troubled breast. 
With silent confidence and holy rest : 
From thee great God we spring : to this we tend 
Our motive, guide, original and end. 



Evil into the mind of Qod and man may come 
and go, so unapproved and leave no spot or stain 
behind. 



>M/%AAAA«WW«M/^>A/W«M 



A frequent and attentive prospect of that mo- 
ment which must put an end to all our schemes 
and deprive us of all our acquisitions, is indeed of 
the utmost efficacy to the just and rational regu« 
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lations of oiir lives ; never would anything wicked, 
or often anything absurd be undertaken or prose- 
cuted by him wbo should begin every day with a 
serious reflection^ that he is to die. 






If ever thou hast seen another die, let not the 
impression of that most interesting sight be e&ced 
from thy heart, but remember that through the 
same vale of darkness thou also must pass from 
this state of existence to the next. When it is 
morning, think that thou mayest not live till the 
evening ; and in the evening presume not to pro- 
mise thyself another morning. Be therefore 
always ready, and so live that death may not find 
thee confounded at its summons. 



How wise and happy is the man who continu- 
idly endeavours to be as holy in the day of life as 
he wishes to be found at the hour of death; and 
^ perfect contempt of the world, an ardent desire 
of improvement in holiness : the love of discipline, 
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Hie labor of penitence, caseM obedience, self- 
denial, and a patient enduring of any affliction for 
tiie sake of CSirist, will contribate to raise a 
pleasing confidence of dying welL 



No man can safely go abroad that does not love 
to stay at home : No man can safely speak that 
does not willingly hold his tongue : No man cai^i 
safely govern that would not cheerfully become 
«ubjeot : No man can safely command that has 
not timely learned to obey; and no man can 
safely rejoice but he that has the testimony of a 
dear conscience. 



Appropriate a convenient part of time to retire- 
ment and self-converse, and frequently meditate 
on the wonder^ love of God in l&e redemption 
<tf man. Rejeet all studies that are merely curi- 
ous, and read-only what will rather penetrate the 
heart with holy compunction, tibian exercise the 
brain with useless speeulations. 
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Thou must first secure peace to thy own breast 
before thou wilt be qualified to restore peace to 
others. Peacefdlness is a more useM acquisition 
than learning. The wrathful and turbulent man 
who is always ready to impute wrong, tumeth 
every good into eyil : the peaceful man tumeth 
all things into good. He that is established in 
peace is exempt from all suspicion, but he that is 
discontented and proud, is troubled with jealousy 
of every kind ; he has no rest himself, and he 
will not allow rest to others ; he speaketh what 
he ought to suppress and suppresseth what he 
ought to speak ; he is watchM in observing the 
duties of others, and totally negligent with respect 
to his own. But let thy zeal be exercised in thy 
own reformation, before it attempts the reforma- 
tion of thy neighbour. 

It is SO £Eur from being difficult to live in peace 
with the gentle and good, that it is highly grate- 
ful to all who are inclined to cultiTate peace^ for 
we naturally love those most whose dispositions 
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and sentimexits correspond most with our own ; 
but to maintain peace with the churlish and per- 
verse, the ungrateM and impatient, and those 
that most contradict and oppose our opinions and 
desires, is a heroic and glorious attainment, which 
only an extraordinary measiure of grace can ena- 
ble us to acquire. 






The principle obstacle to the reformation and 
improTement of life, is the dread of the difficidty 
and labor of the contest ; and it is true that they 
only make the most eminent adyances in holiness, 
who resolutely endeavor to conquer in those things 
that are most disapprovable and most opposite to 
their appetites and desires ; and then chiefly does 
a man most advance, and obtain higher degrees 
of the grace of God when he most overcomes him- 
self, and most mortifies his own spirit. 



WVWW«A/X«/WS<VV«Mn'VM 



That the path of holiness may become easy and 
delightful, some violence muat be used at first 
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letting out to remove its numerous obstructions. 
It is hard indeed to relinquish that to which we 
have been accustomed, and harder still to resist 
and deny our own will ; but how can we hope to 
succeed in the greatest conflict for victory in the 
last. Resist then thine inordinate desires in their 
birth, and continually lesson the power of thine 
evil habits, lest as they increase in strength in 
proportion as they are indulged, they grow at 
length too mighty to be subdued. 



When a degenerate man is sinking under adver- 
sity or disturbed or tempted by evil thoughts, he 
then feels the necessity of the power and presence 
of God in his soul, without which he knows that 
he can neither bare evU nor do good : then he 
grieves and prays and groans to be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption : then weary of living 
in vanity, he wishes to die, that he may be dis- 
solved and be with Christ ; and then he is fiilly 
convinced that absolute security and perfect rest 
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are not compatible with his present state of 

life. 

Not equal grace by Paul obtained, 
Nor Peter's pardon I require ; — 

But what upon the cross was gained 
By the poor thief, would I desire. 



I believe some Christians have more trials and 
afflictions in the flesh than others, because there 
is more natural stubbomess of pride and wilful- 
ness in them. Lord how variable a creature am I : 
unstable as water, changeable as wind, different 
as the weather when I am left in any instance or 
degree to myself; sometimes I have a fair day of 
comfort and hope, but the clouds come on again 
and gather blackness over my soul; short and 
sweet was the hour of my spiritual delight, but 
the time of my duhiess and drooping hath been 
frequent and long, why should then my present 
variations distress me ? I live not by them, nor 
for them, but upon a higher principle and a more 
exalted end. This is the time of faith in which I 
must wrestle and labor and strive against all the 
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disadyantages of an evil nature and an evil world ; 
and I am to look for strength from Christ, who 
wiU be honored by my weakness and deficiency 
which compels me to give up myself incessantly 
to Him. 



The Christian should desire as a great privilege 
the constant sobriety and cabn recollection of his 
mind. Worldly things often flutter the animal 
spirits, and the disorder of these will too frequently 
throw the soul into concision, so that it is liable 
to be carried away into what it condemns through 
a sudden impression on its affections, or to be 
turned aside from what it approves by the vehe- 
ment onset of its passions ; this want of inward 
sobriely is one great cause of all the irregularities 
which believers feel and bemoan in their passage 
to heaven. ''Be sober, be vigilant" is a most 
necessary admonition to us, while we are in this 
unstable flesh, and within reach of such an artful 
adversary as the devil. If we are not abstracted 
in due measure from the crazy and devilish spirit 

of this world to which we are naturally inclined, 

i3 
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and from which, grace only can deliver lus at all, 
we shall be distracted by a thousand useless things, 
be exposed to numberless dangers and snares, be 
harassed with doubts and disorders : and often in 
our giddiness, forget where we are, whither we 
are going, and what must shortly pass upon us. 
How difficult, if duly considered, is the Christian's 
passi^ through life : — ^how marvellous his safe 
arrival in heaven. 

The man's religion is much to be doubted of 
who frequents the society of the men of this 
world, for satisfaction and pleasure, gftety and 
foppery of dress, mimicry of worldly pride and 
parade : the hollow language of &shionable com- 
panies and Mendships do iQ become a Christian, 
and never proveth his true welfere. To have 
gay bodily apparel with cold and naked souls, to 
possess fulness of bread with emptiness of grace, 
to enjoy much worldly company: to lose the 
society of God and his saints, to be esteemed po- 
lite and genteel in manners with them, trnd to be 
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awkward and dumb in addresses to God, is all 
such a complication of folly meanness and sin, 
as a Christian in his right mind should be amazed 
at and abhor. 



Do we fear to be accused for singularity and 
precision ? A Christian must be singular, for he 
is one of those who is not to be numbered with 
the nations ; a stranger and a pilgrim or passenger 
here: he must be precise, neither loving the 
world nor living for the world, for otherwise the 
love of the Father is not in him. On the other 
hand an open and generous civility, a gentle 
and benevolent deportment bespeaks sincerity of 
heart and holiness of life, and are truly orna- 
mental to the christian. 



i^WV^»^<^»A^^»<^<»AA 



Without a friend, life is unenjoyed, and unless 
Jesus be thy chosen Mend infinitely loved and 
preferred above all others, life will be to thee a 
source of desolation and distress. It is madness 
to place thy confidence and delight in any other. 



4)2 PlOirS THOUGHTS. 

After all, remember that the de^il slumbereth 
not, nor is the flesh yet dead : be therefore con- 
tinually prepared for contest; for on the right 
hand and on the left, thou art beset with enemies 
that are neyer at rest. 



Constantly endeavour to do the will of another 
rather than thy own : constantly prefer a state of 
want to a state of abundance : constantly choose 
the lowest place and to be inferior to all, and con- 
stantly desire and pray that the will of God may 
be perfectly accomplished in thee and concerning 
^e. Verily I say unto thee, he that doeth this 
enters into the region of peace* 



We must resign every sinful pleasure, and even 
the excess of every tender affection^ whatever we 
may suffer in so doing, and conform ourselves 
wholly to the laws and rules of the gospel. 



The exercise of purifying the soul neither can 
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or ought to end but with our life ; let us not then 
be disturbed at the sight of our imperfections, for 
perfection consists in fighting against them ; How 
can we fight against them without seeing them ? 
Or overcome them without encountering them ? 
For victory] lies not in an insensibility of them, 
but in refusing them our consent ; now to*be dis- 
pleased with them is not to consent to them. 



If any ofifend not in words, says Saint James, he 
is a perfect man. Be careftd then never to let 
slip an indecent word, for although you speak it 
not with an ill intention, yet it may be hurtful to 
those that hear it. An evil word falling into a 
weak heart, spreads itself like a drop of oil falling 
on linen ; nay it sometimes seizes on the heart in 
such a manner as to fill it with a thousand unclean 
thoughts and temptations to sin; for as the poison 
of the body enters by the mouth, so the poison of 
the heart enters by the ear, and the tongue which 
utters it is a murderer. 
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Read to inform yourself well of the simple and 
plain truths of Christianity : you will find them 
suflBlciently clear and far removed from all need 
of discussion or controversy. Bead on religious 
subjects, not to extend or improve your talents 
for declamation, but in order to become better ac- 
quainted with yourself, and to form a more just 
opinion or your errors and sinful wealmess ; it is 
thus only you will become better by what you 
read, as you will then seek help in God against 
yourself. 



If you sincerely desire to reform and to be 
worthy of God's favor, you must begin with your 
inward self; your passions, your vain desires, 
your delicate tastes, and all your selfish delights, 
must be submitted to the laws of God, and the 
truths of the gospel. If the spirit of prayer and 
the love of God has entered into your soul, you 
may then rejoice for you have found the hidden 
treasure, the heavenly manna which is to be your 
everlasting support ; you will have no tormenting 
fears for futurity, no discontents at the present to 
bear. 
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If you suffer the allureinents of the world to 
draw you aside from God and your duty, and to 
banish him from your thoughts: you are a 
thousand times more criminal than if you had 
neyer known him. God demands from us as 
much perfection in this life, as our nature will 
admit ; and he commands us to labor unceasingly 
for it. Jesus himself said to his disciples, '' Be 
ye perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect ;" 
and our blessed Lord has taught us to pray that 
the will of God may be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. 



The human Infant just come out of the womb, 
is a picture of sad deformity, nakedness, weak- 
ness and helpless distress, as is not to be found 
amongst the home-bom animals of this world. 
The chicken has its birth from no sin. and there- 
fore comes forth in beauty, it runs and pecks as 
soon as its shell is broken : the calf and the lamb 
go both to play as soon as the dam is delivered of 
them, they are pleased with themselves and please 
the eye that beholds their frolic state> and hem- 
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teous clotlimg ; whilst the new-born babe of a 
woman that is to have an upright form, that is, 
to Tiew the heayens and worship the God that 
made it, lies for months in gross ignorance, weak- 
ness and impurity. 

Nothing does or can keep God out of the soul, 
or hinder his holy union with it, but its desire 
turned from him; for with whatever the will 
worketh, with that only the soul liyeth ; whether 
it be God or the creature, whatever the soul 
desireth, that is, the fuel of its fire, and as its friel 
is, so is the flame of its life. For the one only 
reason why the animals of this world have no 
sense or knowledge of God, is, because they can- 
not form any other than earthly desires, and so 
can only have an earthly life ; when therefore a 
man wholly tumeth his will to earthly desires, he 
dies to the excellency of his natural state, and 
may be said only to live and move and have his 
being in the life of this world as the beast 
have. 
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If tbou wouldest leom qod know t\sA which is^ 
really uaefiil, love to he miknown and held m m$ 
^timatiQii : for the hi^est a^ mo^t profitable, 
|B the knowledge and coitteqipt of ourselves, and 
to have no opinion of our owp mgixit : and always 
to think well and highly of others, is an evidence 
of great wisdom and perfection ; therefore though 
thou seest another openly o£Eend, or even commit 
some enormous sin, yet thou must not ttom thrice 
take occasion to value tiiyself for thy superior 
goodness, for thou canst not tell how long thou 
wilt he aible to perseyere m the narrow path of 
virtue. All men Bxe £rail, but thou shoaldest 
reekoR none so fraH as thyself. 



No Conflict is so severe as his who labours to 
subdue himself: but in this we must be continu- 
ally engaged if we would be more strengthened 
in the inner man, and xxmke real progress towfurds 
perfection. Indeed, the highest perfection we 
can attain to in the present state, is alloyed witl^ 
much imperfection ; and pur best knowledge 19 
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obMmied by the shades of ignorance, and we see 
tiirongh a glass darkly. An humble knowledge 
of thyself therefore, is a more certain way of 
leading thee to God, than the most p ro fou nd 
investigation of sciences. 



He is truly good who hath great charity; he 
is truly great who is little in his own estimation, 
and rates as nothing tlie summit of worldly honor : 
he is truly wise who counts all worldly things but 
us dross thf^t he may win Christ : and he is truly 
learned, who hath learned to abandon his own 
will, and to do the will of Qod. 



A wise man has his foibles as well as a fool ; 
but the difference between them is, that the foibles 
of the one are known to himself, and concealed 
from the world: the foibles of the other are 
known to the world and concealed from himself. 
~ e wine man sees those frailties in hunself. 
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which others cannot, but the fool is blind to those 
blemishes in his character, which are conspicuous 
to everybody else ; therein it appears that self- 
knowledge is that which makes the main differ- 
ence between a wise man and a fool, in the moral 
sense of the word. 



It must be owned it is an irksome and disagree- 
ble business for a man to turn his own accuser, 
to search after his own faults, and to keep his eye 
upon that, to which it gives him shame and pain 
to see ; it is like tearing open an old woimd, but 
it is better to do this than to let it mortify. The 
woimds of the conscience, like those of the body, 
cannot be well cured till they are searched to the 
bottom: and they cannot be searched without 
pain. A man who is engaged in the study of 
himself, must be content to know the worst of 
himself. 



Be always displeased at what thou art, if thou 
desirest to attain to what thou art not ; for where 
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them bast pleased thyself, thc^ thou abidest ; 
always add, always walk, always proceed ; nei&er 
stand still nor go baek, nor deviate; he thai 
standeth stall, proceedeth not, he goeth back that 
eontinueth not, he deyiateth that reyoltetih, he 
goeth better that creepeth in his way, than be 
that runneth out of his way. 



«<^M«MMMMMMMMM 



The valor of a just man is to conquer the flesh, 
to contradict his own willr— to quench the delights 
of this present life — ^to endure and love the mise- 
ries of this world, for the reward of a better— to 
contemn the flatteries of profi^rity, and inwardly 
to overcome the fears of adversity. 



Contemn riches and thou shalt be rich : oon« 
temn glory, and thou shalt be glorious : contemn 
injuries, and thou shalt be a conqueror : contemn 
rest, and thou shalt gain rest: contenn earth, 
and thou shalt gain heaven. 



FIOtTS TS0TTGHT6. iOl 

Tbe highest; degree of holiiifiss attainable by 
man is no sectnity Against the afisaults of temp- 
tation^ from which his ptesent life is not capable 
of absolute exemption ; but temptations however 
dangerous and afflicting, are highly beneficial, 
because imder their discipline we are humbled, 
purified and led towards perfection ; all the fol- 
lowers <^ Christ have through mudi tribulation 
and affliction, entered into the kingdom of Qod : 
and those that could not endure the trial, have 
fiiUen from the &ith and expectation of the saints, 
and become reprobate. 



There is no order of men, however, holy, nor 
any place however secret and remote, where and 
among whom temptations will not come for the 
exercise of meekness ; and troubles rise for the 
trial of patient resignation ; and that this must 
be the condition of human nature in the present 
life, is evident, because it is bom in sin, and con- 
tains in itself those restless and inordinate desires 
which are the ground of every temptation : so 

K 8 
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that when one temptation is remoredy another 
succeeds, and we shall always have some degree 
of evil to suffer, 'till we have recovered the purity 
and perfection of that state from which we are 



Many by endeavouring to fly from temptations, 
having fiollen precipitately into them, for it is not 
from flight, but by patience and humility, that 
we must become superior to all our enemies. He 
who only declines the outward occasions, and 
strives not to pluck up the inward principle by 
the root, is so far from conquest, that the temp- 
tation will recur the sooner, and with greater 
violence, and he will feel the conflict still more 
severe ; it is by gradual advances, rather than 
impeteous eflbrts that victory is obtained ; rather 
by patient suffering that looks up to God for 
support, than by impatient solicitude and rigorous 
austerity. 
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Gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men in 
the Aimace of adversity ; we frequently know not 
the strength that is hidden in ns, 'till temptation 
call it forth, and shows us how much we are able 
to sustain. We. must not however presume, but 
be particularly upon our guard against the first 
assaults ; for the enemy will be more easily sub- 
dued, if he is resisted in his approaches, and not 
suffered to enter the portals of our breasts : — 

Take physic early ; medicine comes too late 
When the disease is grown inveterate. 



In solitude and silence the holy soul advances 
with speedy steps, and learns the hidden truths 
of the oracles of God ; there she finds the fountain 
of tears, in which she bathes and purifies herself 
every night ; there she rises to a more intimate 
union with her Creator, in proportion as she 
leaves the darkness, impurity and tumult of the 
world. To him who withdraws himself from his 
friends and acquaintance to seek after God, will 
God draw near with his holy angels. 
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A woimd may heal too fast^ and tlien the tu- 
mour of the flesh is proud, not heaithM ; and so 
may the indiscretions of religion swdll to ^9«inity, 
wh^i we Ihnik they grow towards perfection ;> 
but when we can endure the cautibns aaid oorw 
sections ot our spkitual gtddes^ in l&ose tiungfll 
in which we ar« most to please oiuvelTeB^ theit 
wj» obedience is regular and hianble^ so in other 
things there is less of dai^;er. 



We often give God cause to remoye, and for 
awhile to absent himself, and his doing it some- 
times upon the just provocations of our demerits, 
makes ub at other times with good reason to sus- 
pect oiuBelyes even in our best actions; and 
sometimes we are yain or remiss, or pride invades 
us in the darkness, and in curiousness of our 
spirits, and we have a secret sin which God would 
have us to enquire after, and when we suspect 
anything and condemn ourselves with the strictest 
and most angiy sentence, then it may be God will 
with a ray of light break through the cloud, if 
not it is nothing the worse for us. 



piotrs tfiotr^iBTS. iOS 

In soHttide Hiex^ ftre fewer oedsAooB of tdces, 
but thete id i^bso the ^ercke of fewer tirtiles, 
and the tetttptations, th<ni^ &ejr be not from 
many objecte, yet aire in some oirctimi^atteet more 
dangerous ; not only therefore the Worst of eyils, 
spiritual pride does seldom miss to creep upon 
those goodly oaks, like iyy, and suck their heart 
out. 



But 'tis not easy with a mind like oiurs. 
Conscious of weekness in its noblest powers ; 
And in a world where other ills apart 
The roving eye misleads the careless heart* 
To limit thought by nature prone to Btray> 
Wherever foolish fancy points the way : 
To bid the pleadings of self-love be still. 
Resign our own, and sedk our Maker's wilL 
To spread the page of scripture and compare 
Oiar conduct, with Ihe llaws engtflcven t^ere : 
To measure all iStAt passes in the breaist 
fViithftdly, fairly by t&at sacred test : — 
To dive intathe sec^ret de^ within, 
Ta Blpe^ &<> passion^ no &vorite sin ; 
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And search the thoughts, important above all, 
Ourselyes, and our recoyery from our fall. 
^But leisure, silence, and a mind released 
From anxious thoughts, how wealth may be 
increased. 

Nothing is more unjust than to judge of man 
by too short an acquaintance, and too slight in- 
spection ; for it often happens that in the loose 
and thoughtless and dissipated, there is a secret 
radical worth which may shoot out by proper 
cultivation, that the spark of heaven, tho' dimmed 
and obstructed, is yet not extinguished, but may 
by the br^th of counsel and exhortation, be 
kindled into flame. 



NAA/»^/»^^^^^W\A^#W»^V 



Out of infallible rules and long experience, 
have I gathered up this trae character of a 
Christian. Every one affects the title — ^few labor 
for the tmih of the achievment. Having leisure 
enough to look about me, and finding the world 
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too prone to this sort of hypocrisy, I have made 
this tnie draught, not more for direction, than for 
trial. Let no man view these lines as a stranger ; 
but when he looks in this glass, let him ask his 
heart whether this be his own &ce, yea, rather 
when he sees this face, let him examine his heart, 
whether both agree with their pattern ; and where 
he finds his filings, (as who shall not), let him 
strive to amend them ; and never give over* 
while he is any way less Mr than his copy. K 
words and forms might carry it, Christ would 
have clients enough ; but if holiness of disposi- 
tion and uprightness of carriage must be the 
proof, woe is me : for where is the man who hath 
obtained the mastery of his corrupt affections? 
Who hath his heart in heaven ? Who can safely 
enjoy that Saviour to whom he is spiritually 
imited ? Who has subdued his will and reason to 
his belief? Who fears nothing but God: loves 
nothing but goodness : hates nothing but sin : 
rejoiceth in none but true blessings : whose faith 
triumphs over the world : whose hope is anchored 
in heaven : whose charity knows no less bounds 
than God and men: whose humility represents 
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iiina as Tik to Juixiself : -who is wise hieayen-w^rd^ 
■however he passes with the world : who dares be 
no otibt^ thaa just, whether he win or lose : who 
is firugaUy liberal, discreetly courageous, holilj 
iemperate, who is ever a thrifty manager of his 
hrnim, so diyidiBg the day betwixt his God and 
his Tocatipn that neither shall find &ult with neg>- 
kot; whose recreations are hannl^, hox^est, 
wanaat^e: whose 4iet is regulated by health, 
not by pleasure ; who in hia sea^cmable repoop 
lies down and wakes with God, caring ooly to re^ 
lease his spirits, not to cherish sloth; whose 
carriage is meek, gentle, compliant, beneficial in 
whatsoerer i^tion. In magistracy, impartially 
jusi : in ministry, conscientiously faithful : i^ th^ 
nde of bis fionily , wisely proyident and religiously 
esemplaay : whose he^ is constantly settled in 
the main truths of the Christian BeUgion, so as 
he cannot be moyed ; in litigious p$Hnta» neither 
too credulous nor too peremptory; ^hose dia- 
course is such as may be n^eet for the expressions 
of a tongue that beloqgs to a sound, godl^, axid 
charitable heart, whose breM^ continually burnpi 
with the heavenly fire of a holy dey^tioii: wIkw 
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painful trials are overcome with patience and 

cheerful resolution whose conflicts are attended 

with undaunted courage and crowned with a 

happy victory ; lastly, whose death is not so full 

of fear and anguish as of strong consolations in 

that Saviour who hath overcome and sweetened 

« 
it, nor of that of so much dreadfuhiess in itself as 

of the joy in the present expectation of that 

blessed issue of a glorious immortality which 

succeeds it. 

Such is the Christian whom we do here 
characterize and recommend to the world, both 
for trial and imitation: neither know I which 
of these many qualiflcations can be missing in 
that soul who lays a just claim to Christ his 
Redeemer. 

Take your hearts to task therefore my Mends, 
into whose hands soever these lines shall come ; 
and as you desire to have peace at the last, ran- 
sack them thoroughly: so search as those that 
resolve not to give over, 'till you find these gra- 
cious dispositions in your bosoms, which I have 
here described to you, so shall we be, and make 
each other happy in the success of our holy la- 
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bors ; whicli the God of heaven bless, in both our 
hands, to his own glory and our mutual comfort, 
in the day of the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 



«MA'VW\A««A^M/«/W/W«> 



In faith there may be fear, in works there may 
be constraint: but the inspiring, invigorating, 
endearing, principle of love changes the fearM 
slave into the affectionate child ; transforms him 
whom he had degraded as a hard master, into a 
tender father. This love makes labor light, 
service freedom, dependence safety, duty light, 
sufferings easy, obedience pleasure, and submis- 
sion choice. 



W/\/^Ai/s^h^^«A/^^^^^^A^^ 



But it will be urged by the too ready advocates 
that all these books are not wicked, {viz, : novels). 
It is readily granted, many works of fiction may 
be read with safety, some even with profit ; but 
the constant familiarity even with such as are not 
exceptionable in themselves, relaxes the mind 
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whicli wants hardening, dissolves the heart which 
wants fortifying, stirs the imagination which 
wants quieting, irritates the passions which wants 
calming, and above all disinclines and disqualifies 
for active virtues, and for spiritual exercises. 
The habitual indulgence in such reading is a 
running mischief; though there is no act and no 
moment in which any open assault on the mind is 
made, as in the instance previously noticed : yet 
the constant habit performs the work of mental 
apathy, it produces all symptoms of decay, and 
the danger is not less for being more gradual, 
and therefore less suspected. 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^s^s^^s^s^sm 



Look down thou awful, heart inspecting Judge, 
Look down with mercy on thine erring creature : 
And teach my soul the lowliness it needs. 
That genuine penitence vouchsafe to give ; 
That inward purity of heart and life — 
Which mourns the past offences and shows the 

future. 
And if some sad remains of human weakness 
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Should sometimes mingle with my best resolves, 
O ! breathe thy Spirit on this wayward heart, 
And teach me to reject the intruding sin 
In its first birth of thought. 



Every human being has a voyage to make, in 
which his everlasting all is embarked in one ven- 
ture ; from time to eternity he must sail, whether 
it be agreeable to his inclination or not. The sea, 
over which his voyage, extends is ftdl of sunken 
rocks and dangerous quicksands. The Bible is 
given him as a chart ; by consulting which, and 
attending to the information it conveys, he may 
pursue his voyage in perfect safe^, and, without 
doubt of a miscarriage, reach the destined shore. 
How highly culpable then is that man who per- 
mits his time to be so engrossed with trifles as to 
neglect his Bible. How would every one be 
surprised at the folly of a mariner, who should be 
engaged in decorating his cabin in the midst of a 
tempest, when he ought to be diligently looking 
into his chart and attending to his compass. 
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My son when thou feelest thy soul warmed 
with devotion and holy zeal for the service of 
God, it will be advisable to decline all those 
methods of publishing it to the world which vain 
men are so industrious to take : and content thy- 
seK with its being known to God and thine own 
conscience. Eather endeavour to moderate and 
suppress those pompous expressions of it, in which 
some place the very perfection of zeal. Think 
meanly of thine own virtues. Some men of a 
bold and ungovemed zeal, aspire at things beyond 
their strength, and express more vehemence than 
conduct in their actions : they are perfectly car- 
ried out of themselves with eagerness : and forget 
that they are accountable agents, and only pil- 
grims upon earth; now these are often left to 
themselves and taught by sad experience that the 
faint flutterings of them are weak and ineffectual, 
and that none soars to heaven unless Christ assists 
and mounts him on his wings. Virtue does not 
consist in abundance of illmmnation and know- 
ledge, but in holiness of mind, in meekness and 
charity : in a mind entirely resigned to God, and 

sincerely disposed to serve and please Him : in a 

l8 
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just sense of every man's vileness : and not only 
thinking very meanly of ourselves, but being 
well content of being thought of so by others. 



Thus while all his ties and connections with 
the earth are breaking and dissolving ; whilst his 
body is hastening to decay : whilst all creatures 
are disappearing from before his fading sight, and 
the visible creation is to lum annihilated : his soul 
in the midst of all these revolutions, is immoveable 
and unchanged. Oh what dignity is imparted by 
Divine faith to a virtuous Christian on the bed of 
death : truly he is a noble spectacle in the eyes 
of God, of angels, and of men. He appears like 
the master of this lower world ; he seems already 
to partake of the immutability of that Divine 
nature to which we shall be shortly united. 

By these simple truths of the gospel, martyrs 
and confessors, our persecuted saints and our 
blessed reformers were saved. By these few 
simple truths, Locke, and Boyle and Newton were 
saved ; not because they saw their religion through 
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the glass of tlieir philosophy, falsely so called : 
nor their sciences, a science of opposition ; but a 
science and a philosophy which were made sub- 
servient to Christianity, and because their deep 
humility sanctified their astonishing powers of 
mind. These wonderful men, at whose feet the 
learned of the world are still satisfied to sit, sat 
themselyes at the feet of Jesus. Had there been 
any other way but the cross, by which sinners 
could be saved, they perhaps of all men, were 
best qualified to have found it. 



New difficidties, fresh trials, unknown tempta- 
tions may yet assail us in our mortal journey, 
which will require new applications to the throne 
of grace for support. With that support promised 
to prayer, though alps on alps arise, we need not 
be discouraged, for if our progress be an upward, 
it is an onward path, and the acclivity diminishes 
the higher we ascend. Difficulties may be great, 
but with the grace of God, they wiU not be insu- 
perable ; God is not only strong but strength : 
yet let us not dive at an ascent above our promised 
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support ; lest, in aspiring to reach a visionary eleva- 
tion, we lose the height we had actually gained. 



To deny early and inflexibly is the only art of 
checking the importunity of desire, and of pre- 
serving quiet and innocence. Innocent gratifi- 
cations must sometimes be withheld : he that 
complies with all lawful desires will certainly lose 
his empire over himself, and in time either sub- 
mit his reason to his wishes, and think all his 
desires lawful, or dismiss his reason as trouble- 
some and intrusive, and resolve to snatch what 
he may happen to wish, without inquiry about 
right and wrong. 

No man whose appetite is his master, can per- 
form the duties of his nature with strictness and 
regularity ; he that would be superior to external 
influences, must first become superior to his own 
passions ; by forbearing to do what may inno- 
cently be done, he may add hourly new vigour 
and resolution, and secure the power of resistance, 
when pleasure and interest shall lend their charms 

'milt. 
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He gave sight to the blind that he might tes- 
tify unto them his sovereign power in giving light 
and understanding to the mind. He opened the 
deaf ear, that men might know by whom alone 
they can learn aright the good news of salvation 
and live for ever. The lame he caused in a mo- 
ment to walk, that His people might learn that 
they can only move as well as live by Him, and 
that without him they can do nothing. He cured 
the foul lepers of the body in order to show that 
only by Him can be healed the far more deplor- 
able leprosy of sin, which governs and defiles the 
mind. All sicknesses vanished at His command, 
that we might have hope in Him, as the sure 
restorer of our souls. The poor or meek among 
men, were made rich for eternity. He cast out 
unclean spirits, and suffered them to possess the 
swine who were thereby lost, that He might teach 
His redeemed, that He only delivered and can 
deliver them from the horrors of darkness, which, 
being let loose upon the world, drive them 
violently and swiftly down the steep course of 
time into a gulf of inextricable woe. The hungry 
multitudes were fed by His miraculous power to 



118 PIOUS THOUGHTS 

explain this great truth, that He is not only the 
giver of spiritual life, but the constant sustainer 
and nourisher of it from day to day ; and He did 
this by small means that the excellency of the 
power might be known to be His, and not in the 
creatures, however sanctified, blessed, and used. 
The winds and waves were constantly obedient 
to His word, that His beloved might rejoice in 
Him as the stiller of all spiritual cares, the 
tumultuous madness of this world, the raging of 
Satan and the confrision of all things ; these can 
roar and foam no longer than it pleaseth Him, 
and when they roar and foam at all, it shall turn 
out in the end for the good of His people. The 
dead were raised to proclaim His rising power, 
and to declare that the issues also of spiritual life 
and endless death are altogether in His hands ; 
whatever He did was an act of mercy, imder 
which He revealed as in a parable the most im- 
portant lessons of grace and love. 
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Though the Christian in one sense must be in 
the world, and put his best hands to its business 
and affairs according to his lot, from God's provi- 
dence : yet in another sense, he must come out 
of the world and be separate^ lest his soul be 
hindered and defiled. He cannot enter into the 
spirit of the world without injury and loss, and it 
is the spirit, not the lawM business of the world 
which contains all the evil. In his calling and 
concerns a believer is to glorify God, and he is 
enabled to do this first by the prayer of faith 
over them, by the life of faith in them. That 
business and those intentions which will not ad- 
mit of these, are to be avoided as the very plague. 



VM^»^^^^<*W^W^^^ 



But now if God be thus all in all ; if His will 
is thus the measure of all things, and all natures ! 
if nothing can be seen but by a light from Him ; 
if we have nothing to fear but from His justice ; 
if we have nothing to hope for but from His good- 
ness ; if this is the nature of man, thus helpless 
in himself: if this is the state of all creatures, as 
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well aa those in heaven as those on earth ; if they 
are nothing, can suffer no pain, nor feel any hap- 
piness, but so far, and in such degrees as the 
power of God does all this ; if this be the state 
of things, then how can we have the least glimpse 
of joy and comfort ? How can we have any peace- 
ful enjoyment of ourselves, but by living holy 
unto that God, using and doing everything con- 
formably to his will. A life thus devoted to God, 
looking wholly upon Him in all our actions, and 
doing aU things to His glory, is so far from being 
duU and uncomfortable, that it creates new com- 
forts in every thing we do. 



•S/>«S/V>MA/«/>/WN/V«/\A/W 



God who is the fountain of good, did choose 
rather to bring good out of evil, than not to 
suffer any evil to be, that we may in a mixed con- 
dition, have more observation, and after our 
danger and our labour, may obtain a greater 
reward ; for temptation is the opportunity of a 
virtue and a crown. God having disposed us in 
such a condition, that our virtues must be ^^' 
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cult, our mclinations averse and corrigible ; our 
avocations many ; our hostiUties bitter ; our dan- 
gers proportionable ; that our labour might be 
great ; our inclinations suppressed and connected; 
our intentions be made actual ; our enemies be 
resisted, and our dangers pass into security and 
honor, after a contestation, a victory and a 
perseverance. 



On a man's death-bed, the day of repentance is 
past, for repentance being the renewal of a holy 
life, a living the life of grace ; it is a contradiction 
to say that a man can live a holy life upon his 
death-bed, especially if we consider that for a 
sinner to live a holy life, we must first suppose 
him to have overcome all his evil habits, and 
than to have purchased of the contrary grace, by 
the labors of great prudence, watchfulness, self- 
denial and sincerity. 

Nothing that is excellent can be won suddenly ; 
after the beginnings of thy recovery, be infinitely 
fearful of a relapse -, therefore upon the stock of 
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thy sad experience, observe where thy failiilgd 
were, and by especial arts fortify that faculty^ 
and aim against that temptation. For if all those 
arguments which God uses to us, to preserve our 
innocence, and thy late danger, and thy fears, 
and the goodness of God making thee once to 
escape ; and the shame of thy fall, and the sense 
of thy own weakness wiU not make thee watchful 
against a fall, especially knowing how much it 
cost a man to be restored, it will be infinitely 
more dangerous, if ever thou fallest again, not 
only for fear God should no more accept thee to 
pardon : but even thy own hopes wiU be made 
desperate, thy impatience greater, and thy shame 
turn to impudence, and thy own wiU be more 
estranged violent and refiractory, and thy latter 
end will be worse than thy beginning : to which 
add this consideration, that thy sin which was 
formerly in a good way of being pardoned, wiU 
not only return upon thee with all its own loads, 
but with the baseness of unthankfulness : and thou 
wilt be set as far back from heaven as ever, and 
all thy former labors, and fears, and watchings, 
and agonies will be reckoned for nothing, but as 
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arguments to upbraid thy folly : who, when thou 
hadst set one foot in heaven, didst fall that back 
and carry thy body to hell. 



If any man be well grown in grace, he must 
needs come to the Sacrament : he is excellently 
disposed to so holy a feast ; but he that is just in 
the infancy of piety, had need to come, that so he 
may grow in grace. The strong must come lest 
they should become weak, and the weak that they 
become strong. The sick must come to be cured: 
the healthful to be preserved. They that have 
leisure must come, because they have no excuse ; 
they that have no leisure must come hither, that 
by so excellent religion they may sanctify their 
business; the penitent sinners must come that 
they may be justified, and they that are justified, 
that they may be justified still. They that have 
fears and great reverence to these mysteries, and 
think no preparation to be sufficient, must receive, 
that they may learn how to receive the more wor- 
thily ; and they that have less degree of reverence 
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must come often to have it heightened : that as 
those creatures that liye amongst the snows of 
the mountains, turn white with their food and 
conversation with such perpetual whiteness, so 
our souls may be transformed into the similitude 
and imion with Christ by our perpetual feeding 
on Him, and conversation not only in His courts, 
but in His very heart and secret affections, and 
incomparable purities. 



It will appear highly fitting if we remember 
that at the day of judgment, not only the greatest 
lines of our life, but every branch and circimi- 
stance of every action, every word and thought 
shall be called to scrutiny and sure judgment, 
insomuch that it was a great truth which one 
said, — " Woe be to the most innocent life, if God 
should search into it without mixture of mercy ;" 
and therefore we are here to follow Saint Paul's 
advice, " Judge yourselves, and you shall not be 
judged of the Lord." The way to prevent Qod^s 
anger, is to be angry with ourselves, and by exa- 
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mining our actions, and condemning the criminal 
by being assessors in God's tribunal, at least we 
shall obtain the fayor of the court. As therefore 
every night we must make our bed the memorial 
of our grace, so let our evening thoughts be our 
judge of the day of judgment. 



Converse with God by frequent prayer ; in par- 
ticular, desire that your desires maybe right, and 
love to have your affections regular and holy. To 
which purpose make many frequent addresses to 
God by ejaculations and communions, and assi- 
duous daily devotion : discover to Him all your 
wants ; complain to Him of all your affironts ; do 
as Hezekiah did, lay your misfortunes and ill 
news before Him, spread them before your 
Father ; sue to Him for counsel, beg of Him for 
pardon ; and it is as natural to love Him to whom 
we make such addresses, and of whom we have 
such dependences, as it is for children to love 
their parents. The least love that is, must be 
obedient, pure, simple, and communicative ; that 

M 3 
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is, it must exclude all affection to sin, and all in- 
ordinate affection to the world, and must be 
expressive, according to our power, in the in- 
stance of duty, and must be love for love's sake ; 
for this love martyrdom is the highest instance, 
that is a readiness of mind rather to suffer any 
evil than to do any : of this our blessed Saviour 
affirmed that no man had greater love than this. 



Every man hath in his own life sins enough, in 
his own mind troubles enough, in his own fortune 
evils enough, and in performance of his offices 
failings more than enough to entertain his own 
enquiry; so that curiosity after the affidrs of 
others cannot be without envy and an evil mind. 



Pbince Eugene's Fsateb. 

I believe in ttee, O my God, do thou strengthen 
my faith ; I hope in thee, confirm my hopes ; I 
love thee, influence my love more and more ; I 
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repent of all my sins, but do thou increase my 
repentance. As my first beginning, I worship 
thee ; as my last end, I long for thee ; as my 
eternal benefactor, I praise thee, and as my su- 
preme benefactor I pray unto thee, that it may 
please thee, O Lord, to guide and lead me by thy 
providence, to keep me in obedience by thy jus- 
tice ; to comfort me by thy mercy, and protect 
me by thy Almighty power. I submit to thee all 
my thoughts, words, and actions, as well as my 
affections, pains, and sufferings ; and I desire to 
have thee always in my mind : to do all my works 
in thy name, and for thy sake to bear all adver- 
sity with patience. I will what thou wilt O God, 
because it is agreeable t(f thee. Oh give me 
grace that I may be attentive in my prayer, tem- 
perate in my diet, vigilant in my conduct, and 
immoveable in all good purposes. Grant, most 
merciful Lord, that I may be true and faithful to 
those who have entrusted to me their secrets : 
that I may be courteous and kind towards all men, 
and that both in my words and actions, I may 
show imto them a good example. Dispose my 
heart to admire and praise thy goodness ; to hate 
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all error and eyil workg, to love my neighbour 
and to despise the world. Assist me, good Lord, 
in subduing lust by mortification ; coyetousness 
by liberality ; anger by mildness; and lukewarm- 
ness by zeal and fervency. Enable me to conduct 
myself with prudence in all transactions, and to 
show courage in danger, patience in adversity, 
and in prosperity an humble mind. Let thy 
grace illuminate my understandiug, direct my 
will, sanctify my body, and bless my soul ; make 
me diligent in curbing all irregular affections; 
zealous in imploring thy grace, careM in keeping 
thy commandments, and constant in working out 
my salvation ; finally, O God, make me sensible 
how little is the world ; how great thy heavens ! 
how short time, and how long a blessed eternity. 
Oh ! that I may well prepare myself for death, 
that I may dread thy ju<%ments, that I may avoid 
the torments of hell, and obtain of Thee, O God, 
eternal Ufe, through the merits of Jesus Christ, 
my most blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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Yet nothing teaches like death ; and though 
perhaps the business of life would grow torpid, 
and the strings of activity be loosed, were men 
continuaUy oyer the meditation; yet assuredly 
no man should fail to keep the great object in 
view, and occasionally to reflect that the impor- 
tant moment is coming when he too must mingle 
with his kindred clay, when he too must appear 
before Clod's awful judgment seat, when he too 
must be adjudged by a fixed, an irrevocable and 
eternal doom. 



Thou knowest, O Lord, the trials I am perpe- 
tually exposed to ; thoughts which thy law con- 
demns, intrude upon my mind ; imaginations that 
I detest, offer violence to my heart. My resistance 
shall be resolute, but thou knowest my weakness 
and the strength of my adversary ; his reiterated 
attacks make me tremble for my safety. God, 
my hope, withdraw not thyself from me ; say to 
my soul, I am thy force and thy safeguard. Thou 
alone canst dispel the illusions of Satan, that 
threaten my salvation. Arise then, O Lord, and 
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my enemies shall be dispersed; command, and 
my soul shall recover its tranquillity. Thou hast 
promised not to suffer me to be tempted aboye 
my strength. I shall be sure to conquer, if but 
faithM to thy grace. 

Christ maintains a little grace in his children, 
amidst many strong corruptions and lusts. Grace 
is but a little grain, and yet it lives and thrives ; 
it is an abiding seed, and has a continual influence 
from Christ. 



^^f^N^^^^^^^^I/^V^AAA^ 



See to whom you are beholden for your lives, 
liberties, comforts and all that you enjoy in this 
world. 

Is it not Christ who orders all for you, He in- 
deed is in heaven out of your sight, but though 
you see Him not. He sees you and takes care of 
all your concerns. " In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge Him," it is He that hath espied out that 
state thou art in as most proper for thee. It is 
Christ that hath done all for thee that is done,< — 
He looks down from heaven upon all that fear 
him ; He sees when you are in danger fix)m temp- 
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tation, and casts in a providence (you know not 
how) to hinder it ; He sees when you are sad, and 
orders reviving providence to refresh you; He 
sees when corruptions prevail, and orders humb- 
ling providence to purge them ; whatever mercies 
you have received, all along the way you have 
gone hitherto, are the orderings of Christ for you. 

Godkeepeth a Book of Life, wherein all the 
actions of all men are written ; your name is there 
my child, and when you die, that book will be 
laid open before men and angels, and according 
as you are there found, you will either be received 
to the happiness of those holy men who have died 
before you, or be turned away amongst wicked 
spirits that are never to see God any more. 



Never do anything through strife and envy, or 
emulation, or vain-glory ; never do anything in 
order to excel other people, but in order to please 
God ; and it is His will that you should do every- 
thing in the best manner you can. 
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Our readiness to sin, should awaken both our 
diligence to watch against it, and our humility 
under it : for though we grow not up to a pitch 
of being above all sin, and of absolute perfection, 
yet there are many designs, both of purity and 
perfection to which we may arrive, and to which 
we must constantly aspire; so that we must keep 
a just temper in this matter, neither to ascribe so 
much to our own works as to be lifted up by reason 
of them ; or to forget our daily need of a Saviour, 
both for pardon aud intercession ; nor on the other 
hand, so far to neglect them as to take no care 
about them. 



•«/W>/M^NA'>MAMM»«M/W« 



But we must ever bear in mind, that to whom 
much is given, of him much will be required ; a 
more exalted virtue and a greater purity of heart, 
will be expected from christians in proportion 
to the advantages they have enjoyed. We are 
to be a peculiar people, zealous of good works ; 
we are to sanctify ourselves as the temples of God ; 
we are to depart from all iniquity, and to aim at 
>^eing perfect, even as our Father who is in heaven 



PIOUS THOUGHTS. 143 

is perfect. And this degree of superiority, which 
requires incessant watchfuhiess and constant 
energy, will be rewarded by the prize of our high 
calling in Christ. 



For a christian to enter into worldly company 
and join ia vain amusements, is, as if a man were 
to put a burning torch in water : the flame of de- 
votion will be, must be put out. 



While we condemn the presumption of those 
who think more highly of themselves than they 
ought to think, we must be carefiil not to sujffer 
the infirmity of human nature to be abused into 
the encouragement to sin, or perverted iato a 
cause of gloomy despondence ; it should rather 
stimulate us to vigilance and exertion, than drive 
us to negligence or despair. Though we cannot 
arrive at sinless purity, it is still our duty to aim 
at a uniform obedience to all God's commands ; 
and to indulge any apprehensions which tend to 
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weaken the energy of our Mends, is doubly sinfid, 
because we thus violently increase the difficulty 
of obedience to the will of Gx)d, and in reality 
doubt his assurance, that our sincere endeavors 
to persevere in the paths of yirtue and religion 
win be forwarded by the assistances of Divine 
grace. 



We, through this maze of life, one Lord obey, 
"Whose light and grace unerring lead the way ; 
By hope and faith, secure of future bliss, 
Gladly the joys of present life we miss : 
For baffled mortals stiU attempt in vain 
Present and fixture bliss at once to gain. 



^MMMA/SAA/V«MMM/W 



Eepentance is the relinquishment of any prac- 
tice from the conviction that it has offended God. 



Seneca has attempted, not only to pacify us in 
misfortune, but almost to allure us into it, by 
representing it as necessary to the pleasures of the 
mind. " He that never was accquainted with ad- 
versity," says he " hath seen the world but on one 
side, and is ignorant of half the scenes of nature." 
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Sir Matthew Hale in his treatise on the know- 
ledge of God, well remarks — ^A frequent, solemn 
and serious use of the duty of prayer, interrupts a 
custom of sin, by degrees weakens the old man, 
and win in time make a strangeness between our 
lusts and our souls. And let a man be sure ol 
these two truths, — ^that as he that comes upon 
his knees with a secret purpose, to hold confede- 
racy with any sin, he shall be the worst, the 
more hardened, and the more neglected by that 
God which searches the heart ; so whosoever he 
be that comes to his Maker in the integrity of his 
heart, though sin adhere as close to that of his,^ 
as his skin does to his flesh ; shall find the em- 
ployment will make those lusts that were most 
dear to him, by degrees to become strange and 
loose to his soul. 



It his Mghly necessary for all to provide them- 
selves with solitary pleasures, for the mind of man- 
is naturally active : it wauts employment : and it 
it be not supplied with such as are innocent and 
useful, it will be apt to sink into a state of langour* 
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and disgust, or run astray into the vilest extrava- 
gancies of fancy, which may lead insensibly in 
endless doubts and errors, productive of conse- 
quences which may prove fatal to happiness both 
here and hereafter. 



Sweet truth with all thy lovely train, 
And faith, hope, charity — ^these three ; 
Assume thy power and come again. 
To teach, to guide and succour me. 

Without thy light, my footsteps stray 
In sin and sorrow's dismal road. 
Unable to see the straight narrow way, 
Which brings us to thy blest abode. 

Without thy light, my mind is free 
From all that's rich and great and good ; 
Neither ears to hear, nor eyes to see, 
Life's worth mistaken, misunderstood. 

Sweet truth, with all thy mighty power 
Awaken my mind, conyert my heart. 
And let each day, yea every hour, 
Confess thy sway in every part 
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Entwine thyself with every thought, 
And influence all my mind ; 
Reyeal more clearly hy whom I'm bought, 
The only Saviour of mankind . 

O sweet truth, shine bright, shine bright, 
Convince, convert, renew, reclaim ; 
Show forth thy power, thy love, thy light, 
And all the world shall own thy reign. 



THE ENI>. 



T. C. Newby, Printer, Welbeck Street, Cavendish Square. 



